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INTRABLOC 


Romanian Minorities Fear Planned 
36170035 Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 
4 Dec 88 p BS 


[Article: “Bygone Times in Transylvania: Romanian 

Minorities Fear They Will Lose All Their Rights if 

oan Transferred From Villages to Agricultural 
it . Lb) 


ext} Part of old Europe will inevitably vanish if 

icolae Ceausescu's ambitious plan is implemented and 
the Romanian countryside is “modernized.” Half the 
villages would be razed. People would be moved by force 
to specially constructed cities. The upheaval would be 
greatest in Transylvania. Now it is claimed that the 
rights of ethnic minorities will be taken away along with 
the villages. In the course of history, Transylvania has 
belonged to Hungary for long stretches of time, but it was 
given to Romania when World War II ended. There are 
large German and Hungarian minorities in this region. A 
Swedish reporter and visited the Transyl- 
vanian village of Vista a short while back. 


The “plan” lay in mothballs for 16 years until the 
Central Committee took it out and dusted it off last 
spring. Ceausescu set the year 2000 as the deadline for 
implementing the plan. In provincial bureaus, the fate of 
the villages was sealed: several villages were “reduced” 
into one, or villagers were “moved somewhere else.” The 
number of Romanian villages must be cut in half from 
the current 13,123. 


Official reasons for destroying the villages are many. For 
example, the acreage of arable land has to be increased. 


“You'll only get an insignificantly small amount of 
tillable land from the razed villages,” claims Istvan, an 
engineer from Brasov. He belongs to the Hungarian 
minority in Romania, a land of 24 million people. 


Istvan believes that destruction of the villages threatens 
his ethnic group above all others. He smiles bitterly at 
the government's fine-sounding speeches. He does not 
take seriously the promises of modern dwell’-z2—into 
which the destroyed villages’ residents are supposed to 
move—in the 600 new agro-industrial centers. “The 
dwellings are built very small and don't even have their 
own toilets.” 


Construction of the new supervillages would also destroy 
the basis of Romanian farmers’ self-sufficiency. They 
would be deprived of stables, sheds, and wells, in addi- 
tion to their patches of arable land. 


“What's left of Romania's independence has been pre- 
served in the villages up until now,” explains Istvan. 
“It's easier to keep an eye on people in tenement 
houses.” 


POLITICAL 1 


A small plot of land next to the apartment building will 
not solve the problem, asserts an elderly Hungarian 
couple whom we meet in a Transylvanian village. “Sure, 
you Can grow great carrots, but somebody’'ll steal them at 
night,” says the woman. This makes the oldsters laugh. 


The food shortage in a land of black soil is incompre- 
hensibly severe. That is why people of the countryside 
cannot afford to lose their gardens. The nation has to 
tighten its belt because Ceausescu has decided to reduce 
Romania's debt to the West at a record clip. Most of 
what is produced is exported. 


Destruction of the villages would harshly affect the 
ethnic minorities. They are often a majority, or at least a 
numerically significant minority, in places where they 
live. 


In agricultural cities of the future, all the power is given 
to Romanians. The children of German and Hungarian 
minorities must be educated in Romanian, and the 
status of their minority languages suffers. There are 
roughly 200,000 Germans in the country. 


This is the worst thing, in Istvan’s opinion. “If they take 
away our language, we'll become extinct as an ethnic 
group, which is probably what they intend.” 


Ceausescu does not come right out and say that, of 
course. After all, the Romanian constitution guarantees 
the same rights to Romanians and minorities. 


In reality, the Communist Party has long emphasized in 
its propaganda the superiority of everything Romanian. 
The nation is being “unified,” and society is being 
“standardized.” 


The status of German and Hungarian minonties has 
been deteriorating for a long time. Fewer and fewer have 
been allowed to receive instruction in their own lan- 
guage. And the further you advance in the educational 
system, the more likely you are to be taught in Roma- 
nian. 


The Hungarians live mostly in Transylvania. They were 
deprived of bilingual street names in the carly 1980's. 
The old Hungarian localities now have only one official 
Romanian name. 


Th? status of minorities in other areas of society has also 
grown worse. They do not insist on having books and 
newspapers published, and job promotions are harder 
and harder t> get. 


It has proved [to be} downnght dangerous to speak on 
behalf of your ethnic group. The Udvarhely police killed 
a well-known and highly respected Catholic priest a few 
years ago. His crime had been stressing Hunganan unity 
in his sermons. 
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Both Hungarians and Germans are fleeing from Roma- 
nia. The Hungarians move to Hungary and are allowed 
to stay there. Germans in Romania buy their way into 
the Federal Republic, and they cost 10,000 Deutsche 
Marks (27,000 Finnish markkas) apiece. 


Destruction of only two Romanian villages located near 
Bucharest has been confirmed thus far. It is still not 
known whether Ceausescu really dares to implement his 
imaginative plan in its original form. 


Opposition is growing everywhere in the world. Over the 
years, the Romanian dictator has shown Moscow a fair 
amount of backbone. With his independence, he won the 
favor of Western countries, but his good reputation is 
now starting to fade. 


The plan has not been publicly assessed in terms of 
economics. It is enormously expensive to destroy hun- 
dreds of thousands of dwellings and build new ones. Yet 
there is every indication the Romanians will stick to 
their plan. 


Alarm Has Seized Hungarian Village 


“Have you heard anything? Are they going to break up 
our village?” 


An old woman grabs the visitor by his sleeve and 
whispers the question. She lives in the small but pros- 
perous Hungarian village of Vista in Romanian territory. 
She was born in the village, but will she also be allowed 
to die there? 


“All our lives we've been building our house.” She points 
to a spot a short distance away alongside the village's 
bumpy gravel road. The two-story house made of stone 
was built in the 1970's. It is big and stately, and it 
certainly would not be easy to crush it to the ground. 


The woman looks at us, and her serious expression 
reflects distress and uncertainty in the face of power's 
newest whim. 


Her ancestors settled in this sheltered valley at the time 
of the Tatar conquest approximately 700 years ago. 
Today anxiety eats away at the villagers. 


The village of Vista will die, it has been announced. As a 
result, the area's acreage of arable land will only increase 
very slightly. If the village really dies, this old married 
woman will be transferred to an “‘agro-industrial center,” 
probably the chief village of Girbou or Baci, but in any 
case to an environment that is solidly Romanian. 


Group of Vista Residents Did Not Return From 
\ aca ton 


What a story! Vista is swarming With rumors and gossip. 
“They did it. They stayed there!” 


POLITICAL 


When a group of travelers returned from the Black Sea, 
nine persons were missing. They had seized the oppor- 
tunity during their seashore vacation and left on a 
daylong journey to Bulgaria. 


The bus had waited a long time. The defectors ended up 
at the Hungarian embassy in Sofia. 


What will become of them? Will these residents of Vista, 
six adults and three children, receive political asylum 
from Hungary? 


Have we heard anything about them? In Romania, of 
course, Official silence reigns. It is as if nothing had 
happened. But Radio Free Europe has reported on the nine 
Romanian citizens who defected. Everyone in Vista imme- 
diately realizes who the nine persons in question are. 


They didn’t want for anything here, we were told. 
Stonecutters earn good money. 


The speaker did not like the idea of defecting. The 
reasons for it he understood, of course. First of all, the 
threat of destruction lies over the village, and then an 
artificial shortage has been created in a still rich agricul- 
tural state. In Romania, oppression and lack of freedoms 
affect Hungarians and other minorities in particular. 


“But we have to stay here,” says the man. “It doesn’t 
matter how, but here you should stay.” 


Other villagers are of the opinion that the escapees acted 
correctly. 


Now the villagers must decide whether to stay or leave. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


importance of Moral Factor in Restructuring 
Stressed 


24000027 Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 
12 Nov 88 p I 


[Article: “Legality and Integnty™] 


{Text} Criminality, violations of socialist law and order 
in their most serious forms, has neither increased nor 
decreased in recent years. May we therefore be content? 
No, we cannot and must not. The state of criminality in 
our country is incompatible with our social develop- 
ment, with the goals of socialism. 


Thus the CSSR Federal Assembly correctly recom- 
mended during its | ith session that the CSSR govern- 
ment find and apply substantially more effective mea- 
sures in the war against criminal activity, such measures 
as would answer the needs of socialist society in condi- 
tions of comprehensive restructuring and would contnb- 
ute to the significant improvement of the state of the 
socialist legal system. 
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But, if we look severa! years back, we will recall that in 
the past there were even more of these sorts of recom- 
mendations and pronouncements. They often, however, 
remained just ordinary proclamations, or the efforts to 
strengthen socialist lawfulness, and particularly the war 
on crime, were incorrectly treated as the exclusive 
responsibility of the Police organs, prosecutors, and 
courts. In other words, the effect was often presented as 
the cause. This does not mean that the law enforcement 
organs have nothing in their performance to improve, 
that many criticisms directed at them are unsubstantia- 
ted. Their role in the war on criminal activity is essential; 
always and everywhere, without regard to personalities 
or local influences, they must enforce socialist legality. 


In our society we frequently hear voices demanding 
more severe punishments for criminals. This is the case 
especially in connection with certain specific events, 
specific criminal acts. Yes, it is correct to strike hard at 
the perpetrators of heinous criminal acts, recividists, 
parasites, and bribers. But every suppression has its 
limits. It did not help, for example, to increase the 
penalties for recividism, even when the severity of the 
punishment reached its limit. In fact in 90 percent of 
cases, and always in the case of especially dangerous 
recividists, repeat oSenders receive unconditional sen- 
tences. Despite this, every year since the beginning of the 
80's recividists have made up one third of all persons 
charged with criminal acts. 


How, then, do we proceed in the future? We answer with 
words from the report of the CSSR general prosecutor 
and the CSSR Supreme Court: Thus far we have not 
adopted in the necessary measure the political line, 
according to which the war on crime is not merely an 
affair of the Police organs, prosecutors, and courts, but a 
concern of all state, social, and economic organs and 
Organizations and of individual citizens as well. That 
line intends above all else to prevent crime. There are 
many Organs and organizations which are engaged in this 
activity and which have in greater or lesser measure 
adopted various measures in this respect, but thus far 
without the desired effect. 


Let us say openly, some measures were either bad or 
merely formal. For example, a set of measures for 
limiting criminal and other antisocial activity by youth 
has been promulgated for the years 1986-90. The result? 
For a long time, youth has made up from eight to nine 
percent of all persons under prosecution. For the most 
part they have committed crimes against property, gross 
disturbance of the peace, and acts of violence. Often they 
are involved in chicanery of their weaker peers, fascist 
tndencies, professing the cult of force, and displaying 
naz’ symbols. In addition, last year more than ten 
thou and minor children were charged with antisocial 
acts. Can we tolerate such an extent of criminal activity 
by youths, considering that it usually leads to more 
criminality? 





POLITICAL 


For years the competence and professionalism of people 
who work with the young have been looked down on; 
educational practice has not been uniform; and needed 
organizational and material resources have been lacking. 
This is a bitter truth, to which one cannot completely 
close his eyes. Social and economic conditions no doubt 
influence profoundly the state of socialist legality and the 
development of criminality in all its forms. 


There is, however, also a moral and ethical side to the 
issue. We often find fault with young people. We do not 
like the way some of them behave, how they act; we 
complain about their rudeness, cynicism, and egotism. 
But are our children not the reflection of ourselves? 


At the meeting of the CSSR Federal Assembly, represen- 
tative Josef Bartoncik said it correctly: We cannot raise 
and lead our childrer: as long as each of us does not give 
his Own activity the seal of honesty and truthfulness. 
What kind of ethical example is set by some individuals 
who verbally endorse the goals of socialism but who by 
their fascist stance throw dust into the sensitive mecha- 
nism of restructuring? If necessary, we can import mod- 
ern technology, and even scientific knowledge, from 
abroad. But a human being must be raised here, at home. 


Yes, it is in everyday life, in the workplaces, schools, and 
families that we form a sort of imaginary scale of values, 
by which people, and not only the young, guide their 
behavior and judge the actions of others. Clearly, the 
effect of the law, of sanctions, even punitive ones, can 
only be very limited if citizens themselves do not con- 
sider this or that act improper, immoral, or illegal. 


This point is especially markedly demonstrated in the 
economic field. The criminal act of unlawfully appropn- 
ating socialist property makes up over cighteen percent 
of all crime. More than half of those charged are employ- 
ees of the organizations they cheat and many of them 
misused positions of responsibility to carry out illegal 
activity. The public has already had the opportunity, 
thanks to greater openne’s, to become acquainted with 
many cases of this kind. The majority of people sincerely 
condemns embezziers whose sticky fingers pick up hun- 
dreds of thousands or even millions, bribers not averse 
even to exploiting human misery, and speculators replac- 
ing the official exchange offices. 


But “petty” pilfering of material and tools or even 
fulfilling such duties as adhering to the work schedule, or 
maintaining industrial discipline and worker ethics in 
general, are something else again. In many places the 
attitude has taken root, and quite deeply, that in such 
cases the point is that it does not matter because no harm 
is done and the state can bear it all. It is quite likely that 
efforts to promote the interests of localities, enterprises, 
or Organizations at all costs, even at the cost of criminal 
activity, are looked cn even more casually. 
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These are not new findings, we have known about them for 
a long time. They are exposed in aii their nakedness in the 
Letter of the Presidium of the CC CPCZ to the Party 
Organs and Organizations on the Subject of Improving the 
Effectiveness of the Struggle Against Violations of the 
Principles of Socialist Order, Integrity, and Discipline. But 
why have we not yet experienced a fundamental tumnadout 
in the war on insubordination, illegitmate acquisitions of 
wealth, corruption, and bribery? There will surely be many 
reasons, starting with shortfalls in supplying the market, 
providing services, etc. But we will also have to ask with 
more emphasis than previously: how are the managers 
fulfilling their duties, how is control? 


As the restructuring of society proceeds, complaints 
about outdated rules, regulations hampering healthy 
socialist undertaking, and bureaucratic nit-picking 
which unnecessarily inconveniences our lives are ever 
more often becoming part of the daily agenda. Certainly 
in many cases these are justifiable complaints and 
demands. T be sure, many of them have already been 
resolved and others will be as the official urgans conduct 
their activity. But let us disabuse ourselves of the illusion 
that new laws, regulations, and directives alone and of 
themselves will change the moral climate in society, that 
the lazy will learn to work, thiefs will stop stealing and 
tricksters will stop committing fraud. 


Restructuring the economic mechanism, democratiza- 
tion, and openness are valuable principally because they 
give us a chance for honest work, open and honorable 
activity, and restoring healthy realtions among people. 
Now it depends on what our practical actions will be. 


GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


a ee ee 


23000050 Schwerin MECKLENBURGISCHE 
KIRCHENZEITUNG in German |1 Nov 88 p 4 


{Text] A GDR-wide neeting of representatives of Chris- 
tian environmental groups was held in the Hirschluch 
Youth Home between 28 and 30 October. Of the 54 
delegates, only 3 came from the North; most of them had 
come from Saxony. 


The group preparing this meeting had not planned it as a 
seminar. Instead, it was designed to offer opportunities 
for a mutual exchange of information on work in the 
groups and to consider the improvement of cooperation 
between the groups. 


On Saturday morning, there was a conversation with 
Consistorial President Manfred Stoipe (Berlin), member 
of the Executive Committee of the Evangelical Church 
Directorates in the GDR, and Martin Ziegler, head of 
the Secretariat of the League of Evangelical Churches in 
the GDR. The questions which the delegates addresssed 
to the two men included topics such as the status of talks 





POLITICAL 


between State and Church regarding Chu _ press activ- 
ities or possibilities of getting environmental groups to 
work in the Church sector. The conversation revolved 
around the possible significance of comprehensive infor- 
mation on environmental issues as a topic for discussion 
with Government representatives. Moreover, there was a 
round of talks on the development of relations between 
State and Church since 1978. 


One important concern within the Church sector was the 
question whether it makes any sense to use special 
assistants in the individual state churches. Examples 
were cited according to which the groups are not recog- 
nized as interlocutors both by the Church and by the 
State. For these groups, a special assistant for environ- 
mental issues would represent important support. It was 
also stated that many inquiries from the communities on 
environmental topics can no longer be covered by the 
groups. In this connection, Ziegler pointed out that only 
the Church directorates of the particular state church 
could be approached as interlocutors in this matter. 


During the second part of the discussion, the represen- 
tatives of the Church directorates inquired about coop- 
eration between groups and communities and the partic- 
ular Church directorates. The range of contributions was 
very broad here. The impression was created that the 
type and manner of cooperation often depends on indi- 
vidual persons and their views. 


Experiences and information were exchanged on Satur- 
day afternoon. A discussion on the possibilities of net- 
working between environmental groups took up much 
time. To begin with, the following questions were dis- 
cussed: “Do we want networking?” and “What content 
ard objectives must they have” Then the delegates 
began to think about the organizational structures that 
might be suitable for this. Hans-Peter Gensichen 
reported on the possibilities of the Church Research 
Home in Wittenberg. 


A discussion on “Ark—The Green Network of the Evan- 
gelical Church of the GDR,” which lasted well into the 
evening, showed that many groups do not consider the 
operating style of this network suitable for attaining the 
mentioned contents and goals. 


The religious service at the end of the day was an 
important point in making sure that the Gospel was not 
disregarded amid all of the discussions and in the effort 
to draw strength for further environmental efforts. 


A continuation committee (elected for the first time) 
consisting of seven representatives will prepare the next 
meeting of delegates. Georg Nikelski, of the Greifswald 
Environmental group, is the representative of the Meck- 
lenburg and Greifswald state churchs. in addition, the 
genera! assembly deliberated which four groups should 
each send ome representative to the market of possibili- 
ties of the “Peace Amid Justice” European Ecumenical 
Assembly to be held in May 1989 in Basel. 
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Stiff Penalties for Young Dissidents at Elite 
23000048 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG in German 21 Nov 88 p 5 


[Unattribuied article: “Speaker's Corner’ and Expulsion 
Proceedings—The GDR Reacts Vehementiy to Some 
Students’ Expressing their Views—A Parenis’ Petition”) 


[Text] Berlin (20 November)—Stiff penalties were 
imosed on students who had commented critically on 
current problems at the Carl von Ossietzky Secondary 
School in East Berlin: Four students were expelled, two 
were transferred to other schools, and two were repri- 
manded. The author Stephan Hermlin meanwhile sent a 
parents’ petition to Margot Honecker, minister for pub- 
lic education; in public prayers, some hundred people 
took a stand for the students concerned, and the Berlin- 
Brandenburg Church hopes that through negotiations 
with the state it will cause the penalties to be cancelled. 


The Ossietzky School in Berlin-Pankow is an elite 
school; Politburo member Egon Krenz has a son who 
attends it. With approval from the director, students set 
up a “speaker’s corner” sometime ago to allow them to 
express their opinions. The fact that they did so, now 
became ominous for those concerned. This is what 
happened. 


On 11 September, four students of the school (Benjamin, 
Shenja-Paul, Alexander, and Philipp) attend an event on 
the occasion of the “international commemoration day 
for the victims of fascist terror and a day of struggle 
against fascism and imperialist war” with two banners of 
their own stating “Against Fascist Tendencies” and 
“Neonazis, Get Out.” Security take down their ID's. A 
hot discussion ensues between the students, security, and 
bystanders. 


On 12 September, students Shenja-Paul and Benjamin 
post an article about the events in Poland at te 
“speaker's corner.” The tenor of the article, bolstered by 
many German news agency quotations, is well received 
among the students. In the discussions during the breaks, 
two students say the Poles are lazy and have to be forced 
to work—remarks which, though being chauvinistic, are 
ignored by the FDJ basic organization management 
(GOL) and school management. 


A few days later, student Kai affixes a polemical article, 
produced on his own initiative, at the “speaker's 
corner,” in which he questions the need for a military 
parade on 7 October. Students are asked to put down 
their own views in a supplement. After several days of 
discussions triggered by the article, he (again quite on his 
own) makes a copy of the article and passes it around as 
a petition for signatures. By then, when Kai has 37 
signatures together, without having informed the direc- 
tor, the latter disapproves of the manner of expression 
chosen by the student. 








POLITICAL 


A date is then set for talks with the parents of the 
students who had put their signatures to Kai's text. On 
21 September, Shenja-Paul, Benjamin, Alexander, Phi- 
lipp, and Wolfram post a poem at the “speaker's comer” 
with the heading, “A Poem that Has Impressed Us 
Greatly and Made Us Think,” perceiving it to be a 
glorification of arms. 


FDJ “election meetings” are held on 21 September in 
i2th grade classrooms. There are hot debates. In grade 
12/1, Benjamin and Wolfram are reelected into the FDJ 
management of their grade. The meeting also is attended 
by an FDJ kreis management deputy and the director. 
On 22 September (even before all parents have been 
talked to), the students Kai, Katja, Philipp, Shenja-Paul, 
and Benjamin (in the sequence here stated) are pulled 
out of class, and the ensuing inquires in .ae secretariat 
are attended by the director, the teachers in charge of the 
classes, two GOL representatives, the party secretary, 
and three other persons not introduced to the students. 
Two persons unknown to the students take notes. Ale- 
xander and Wolfram are interrogated the next day in the 
same manner. The interrogation, according to the stu- 
dents, is “stiff.” They are not allowed to have their say 
and feel they are being provoked. They are asked hence- 
forth to dissociate themselves from the opinions they 
had expressed. The are reminded of the conditions of 
enrollment. 


On 26 September, Benjamin is furloughed for 2 days so 
that the “situation can quiet down, and the school 
management can decide about further measures.” In 
Benjamin's class the director points out that Benjamin 
advocates a “flawed philosophy.” He said that “a solu- 
tion which would not be negative as far as Benjamin is 
concerned” is no longer feasible, and that Benjamin has 
no choice but to recant everything. 


The students (Katja, Philipp, Alexander, Shenja-Paul, 
Georgia, and Kai) send the director a letter saying that 
they feel Benjamin is to be punished for opinions they all 
share and want to discuss further, and for which they 
wish to “hare responsibility. The director gets the letter 
on 27 September. At one of the meetings of GOL, now in 
session at brief intervals and even during class, the 
director reads the letter aloud. There is talk of expulsion 
and exclusion from the FDJ. GOL recommends FDJ 
exclusion for Benjamin, Katja, Philipp, and Kai. 


The “Poland Forum” scheduled for 28 September is 
canceled. The seven students are informed that the talks 
scheduled with GOL for 29 September will not be held. 
Instead, extraordinary FD membership sessions are 
scheduled by GOL for the classes of Kai, Katja, Philipp, 


and Benjamin. 


At the membership sessions, held successively on 29 
September, expulsions from the FDJ are arranged. Each 
session is attended by an FDJ kreis management official, 
one from the sponsorship enterprise, one from the parent 
activists groups, two from GOL, the teacher in charge of 
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the class, the director, and the party secretary as guests. 
Philipp, Kai, and Katja are expelled from the FDJ at FDJ 
conferences. In Benjamin's class, a!so under massive ptts- 
sure, FDJ expulsion is not possible because the neecied 
two-thirds majority is not reached. Several students voting 
against expulsion burst into tears. An FDJ kreis manage- 
ment official speaks of the “forming of an anti: cialist 
blue-shirt platform.” He says attempts are being made to 
enlist everyone, even grave desecraters or skin heads, but 
in this case a line must be drawn excluding students who 
are enemies of the state. None of the pupils subject to the 
expulsion proceedings is allowed to explain his position in 
detail. Their objections are dismissed. 


On 30 September, an extraordinary school conference is 
held in the school auditorium. The students have to step 
Out one by one. Philip, Kai, Katja, and Benjamin are 
informed, one after the other, that expulsion proceedings 
have been initiated against them. The students are 
furloughed and told to leave. Philipp exits quietly. So 
does Benjamin. Kai wants to say something but is not 
allowed to. He manages to remark that he feels it all is 
very unfair. Then a teacher and a student drag him out of 
the room. Then Katja has to leave. Then someone takes 
the floor and says he had not meant the expulsion from 
the FDJ to lead to expulsion from school. Many students 
applaud that statement. Many of the classmates of the 
ones expelled are in tears. Alexander is told to come to 
the front. He is reprimanded. He says he is ashamed of 
the school. If he is ashamed of the school, says the 
director, he could quit too. Alexander also leaves. 
Shenja-Paul is told of his reprimand and transfer to 
another school. He also departs. Expulsions are 
announced for four students on 11 and 13 October. 


HUNGARY 
Letter Reveals Hard-Line Mentality, Evokes 
Reaction 


Editorial Preface 
25000049 Budapest NOEK LAPJA in Hungarian 
No 36, 1988 p 36 


[Editorial preface by Mihaly L. Kocsis] 


[Text] Readers will find a remarkable letter in the 
neighboring columns. It is from Endre Kadar, a retired 
architect. He brands as speaking ill of the dead the 
comments that Galsai, our former colleague 
who died on 22 April of this year, made about [actress] 
Hilda Gobbi's TV interview on “The Week in Pictures” 
program. Galsai's notes were published posthumously. 


We muy: sadly reconcile ourselves to the fact that notes 
can only be published after a given writer's death to qualify 
as posthumous. That Hilda Gobbi also died, after the 
writing of the notes and Galsai's death, is likewise a fact we 
could hardly deny even if we wanted to, having marked her 
passing and published her obituary in our journal. Endre 
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Kadar hates people who speak ill of the dead, and his 
profound moral indignation led him to write this letter. 
After all, one must say nothing but good of the dead. 


From among this or that kind of dead in Hungarian history 
and literature, therefore, he mentions only the following 
names: Gyula Illyes, Peter Veres, Sandor Rideg, Zoltan 
Zelk, Tibor Dery, Jozsef Darvas, Laszlo Nagy, Lajos 
Konya, Lajos Mesterhazi, Laszlo Benjamin, Laszlo Rajk, 
Imre Nagy, Matyas Rakosi, Arpad Szakasits, etc. The 
mentioned individuals probably never thought that they 
could ever be included in the same list. For they differ so 
greatly, even by Endre Kadar's account! 


Laszlo Rajk is a cheat as well as a traitor. Szakasits is also 
a traitor. Imre Nagy is a downright gangster. Illyes, Peter 
Veres, Laszlo Nagy, Tibor Dery, etc. are founding mem- 
bers of the personality cult. 


It is fortunate that, amidst the many condemnations, our 
correspondent still can find someone to recall fondly. 
Matyas Rakosi, for example. He was not a traitor. For the 
yardstick Endre Kadar uses is so peculiar that someone 
who betrays his ideological comrades and companions in 
arms, and who—by no means, incidentally—sends tens 
and hundreds of thousands of innocent victims to the 
galiows or prison, is not a traitor at all by this yardstick. 


A remarkable letter, and remarkable reasoning. Endre 
Kadar predates his letter by a year, to August 1987, 
obviously an oversight. The past year has indeed been a 
long one. Practically longer, and with more changes, than 
if he had wirtten, say, 1947, 1949 or 1951 in the letter's 
dateline. We often find proof of time's relativity. It 
stands still for some people, but runs on for others. 


But there is, fortunately, one thing nobody has ever been 
able to accomplish: to turn back the wheels of time. 


We are publishing Endre Kadar's letter in that expecta- 
tion, to share its (explicite and implicite) lessons with 
others. At the same time we wish to apologize publicly to 
the memory of al! those innocent and honest persons 
whom the letter condemns unjustly and unfairly. 


I am confident that very few people will confuse the 
names. 


Endre Kadar's Hard-Line Letter 
25000049 Budapest NOEK LAPJA in Hungarian 
No 36, 1988 p 24 


[Text of a letter to the editor, from Endre Kadar, a 
retired architect: “Is Hypochondria Curabie?”’] 


[Text} 
Dear Sir: 


1 have promised myself not to respond to anything 
published in NGOEK LAPJA, for that journal has become 
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completely devoid of self-criticism. But I neither can nor 
wish to stomach Pongrac Galsai’s abuse (cf. 

Galsai: “The Memoirs of a (Former) a 
NOEK LAPJA, No 33, 1988, pp 12-1 ditor). I will 
not dispute what he did or did not shout in 1944-55. It 
did not take much courage to pretend to be cheer 
Stalin, while ne exact opposite. But to kick a 
spit on someone who died and is no longer able to defend 
herself is the mark of a coward. 


I do not refer to Hilda Gobbi as “dear.” To me she was 
not dear. She was my companion in arms, braver than I. 
And she did more for this nation than ten Pongrac 
Galsais put together have. Gobbi never said that 90 
percent of ihe Hungarian people truly believed Rakosi 
and the leadership of the day. If Galsai were at least 
literate, he wou'd understand whom Hilda Gobbi meant 
when she was condemning that 90 percent. Galsai refers 
to Hungarian Py writers, including Gyula Illyes, 
among others. Well, if Pongrac Galsai really wants to 
know who developed the “cultural background” of the 
personality cult, let him read “Magyar irok Rakosi 
Matyasrol” [Hungarian Writers About Matyas Rakosi), 
a volume pablished 3 (three) years after Rajk’s execu- 
tion. If I were to list them alphabetically, | would have to 
start with Tamas Aczel (a laureate both of the Stalin and 
the Kossuth Prize, then a ranting counterrevolutionary, 
and finally a buffoon who betrayed his comrades) and 
end with Zoltan Zelk. But | will mention merely a few 
truly prominent names, for illustration: Peter Veres, 
Sandor Rideg, Gyula Illyes, Tibor Dery, Jozsef Darvas, 
Istvan Soter, Laszlo Nagy, Lajos Konya, Lajos Mester- 
hazi, Tibor Cseres and Laszlo Benjamin. In all, nearly 30 
(thirty) writers and poets reiterated to us that there was 
nobody better than Rakosi. Rakosi the greatest and 
truest humanist and Hungarian. 


But we were somewhat braver than Galsai and, on 15 
March 1942, openly took a stand against the regime then 
in power, saying loudly and clearly what was on our 
mind (despite the Szakasits gang's betrayal, see the 10 
March 1942 or so issue of NEPSZAVA). Whether or not 
she believed in God, Gobbi was one of us. She applauded 
when she felt like applauding because the speaker was 
expressing her truth. Whenever she saw injustice, Gobbi 
spoke out agains? it even after 1945. Just as she had not 
feared the Gestapo, she did not fear the AVO [State 


Security Department], either. 


Galsai claims that what we built in 1945-56 was a rotting 
tree. To Galsai, perhaps, the Danube bridges, the new 
cities, colleges and universities, the higher education of 
tens of thousands of talented young peasants and blue- 
collar workers—all this is a worm-caten, rotting tree 
covered with suckers. That is Galsai's personal opinion. 
To us, however, the battle for coal, stabilization of the 
currency, Hungary's reconstruction, the elimination of 
tuberculosis, the liquidation of uremployment, and | 
could go on and on for many pares—all this is the 


foundation of all the good we are en}oying today, rather 
than just a worm-caten, rotting tree. I am able to reassure 
Pongrac Galsai that | voted seven times with a blue 
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ballot. The Social Democratic guards caught me in 
Ujpest and beat me up until they drew blood. But a week 
later, in the Dozsa motion picture theater, Laszlo Rajk 
proudly admitted that we had cheated, just as all the 
other parties had. He knew this best because it was he 
who devised the entire scheme of using blue ballots, 
having borrowed the idea from a one-time gendarmerie 
captain named Korondi (an official of the Political 
Section in the Hungarian Royal Interior Ministry). 


I do not know how old Galsai is, whether he voted at all 
in 1947, and for whom if he did. Perhaps he emulated 
the proverbial middle peasant who had voted for the 
Independent Smallholder Party; but when told that the 
party he had voted for would roll back land reform, this 
middie peasant replied: that could not happen because 
the Communists would not allow it. | do not know 
whether Galsai was there when Rakosi addressed the 
workers at the Lang Factory's sports complex. Tens of 
thousands applauded and cheered Rakosi. In the spring 
of 1948, I was present also at the shipyard’s newly rebuilt 
large workshop (that week's newsreel recorded my 
“presence” for posterity). | saw only enthusiastic blue- 
collar workers around me. 


I believed many things at that time. Why should I have 
doubted that Rajk was a traitor? We Communists use a 
peculiar yardstick. By it, anyone who informs on his 
comrades is a traitor. Rajk in open court not only 
confessed to being a traitor, but also incriminated his 
codefendants. Had he confessed only against himself, | 
might have had my doubts. But I could readily accept 
that a person whose confession sent also his codefen- 
dants to the gallows was a traitor. 


1 am neither strong nor brave. But when | was arrested in 
June 1944 (see the report in the newspaper HARC), | 
deciced that I would die rather than betray. Nobody was 
arresizd because of me, even though | knew very well the 
entire OIB [National Youth Committee] and especially 
the comrades in Angyalfold. I survived the atrocities 
inflicted by Horthy's officers; the Birkenau, Buchenwald 
and Dachau death camps; and the three-week pleasure 
trip from Buchenwald to Dachau known as the “death 
march” (in the GDR, in village after village along the 
route, there are memorials to the 13,000 murdered 
prisoners). I survived all this without becoming a traitor. 
And I survived also 1956, in armed struggle against the 
mob. Yes, against the mob, regardless of whether the 
names of those gangsters were Maleter, Count Palavicim 
(Palinkas), Imre Nagy or Kopatsi. 


I fought against the white terrorists recruited from 
among common criminals, Horthy-cra officers, gen- 
darmes, and forced-labor guards whom the Hungarian 
writers had incited. I fought against the Budapest Cen- 
tral Workers Council in which there was practically not 
one real blue-collar worker (who had been a blue-collar 
worker also before 1945, as opposed to declassed 
elements), only the scum of society. | fought and risked 
my life again, because to me, despite all the mistakes and 
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even crimes we committed, the tree that we planted is 
not a rotting and v orm-eaten tree, but remains a live and 
healthy one with a good root system to this day and is 
how regenerating itself. 


I hope it will not be the Pongrac Galsais who will be 
commissioned to prune all the suckers and every worm- 
infested twig from this tree. | am aware that a four-page 
letter cannot be published “due to space limitations.” 
Therefore I have no objections to your passing this letter 
* Pongrac Galsai (I hope he is still alive). I await his 


Budapest, 16 August 1987. 
Respectfully yours, 


(signed) Endre Kadar, retired architect, 

holder of For the Socialist Fatherland, Worker-Peasant 
Power awards and the Hungarian Partisan Medal, who 
hates anyone speaking ill of the dead. 


P.S. Excuse me, but I forgot to mention that although 
Matyas Rakosi did wommit very many mistakes and 
even crimes, he never was a traitor, not even under 
torture or his preordained death sentence. The entire 
progressive worid protested on Rakosi's behalf, whereas 
all but two or three communist parties regarded Rajk as 
a traitor. Communist leaders ranging from China 
through France to America believed this, and they were 
far better informed than Pongrac Galsai. Besides the 
Yugoslavs, only Western propaganda stood up for Rajk, 
which did him and his codefendants more harm than 
Just as support from Austria's ultraright party, 
10 Free Europe, the Voice of America and Deutsche 
Welle, in addition to support from Yugoslavia notorious 
for its prison island, is not doing the ethnic Hungarians 
in Romania much good, either. 


Reaction on Telephone 
25000049 Budapest NOEK LAPJA in Hungarian 
No 40, 1988 p 22 


[Copy of Endre Kadar's request for a telephone tap, and 
the text of his reply to NOEK LAPJA] 


(Text) 


Copy Office of the Budapest Police Commissioner 
16/18 Deak Ferenc Street 
Budapest 


Re: Request for a telephone tap 


My letter to the editor of NOEK LAPJA appeared in its 
No 36, 1988 issue. Over my full signature, of course. 


Nobody is obliged to agree with the contents of my letter, 
and I regard it as natural that many people do not agree 
with what I wrote. 


POLITICAL 


I am always willing to participate in democratic debate. 
But I am not willing to tolerate threats and abuse of the 
kind that already violate my constitutional nghts. 


This morning I received a telephone call from a person 
who claimed to be Gyula Szabo and asked me the 
following question: “Did you write that letter in NOEK 
LAPJA?” When I answered that, yes, I had, he contin- 
ued: “You should be ashamed of yourself, you shit, 
rotten, blue-balloting Communist cheat.” He immedi- 
ately put down his phone so that I was unable to ask him 
his real name, and his address. 


My letter will foreseeabiy irritate particularly elements of 
the extreme right, and therefore I expect to receive 
further cal!s, perhaps even life-threatening ones. 


Since already the first call constitutes a violation of our 
laws in that it is 2s antisocial as the subject of my earlier 
complaint (about my being called a rotten Jew, in the 
Jozsef Ring branch of the OTP [National Savings Bank}), 
I request that a tap be placed on my telephone. 


By making this request, I am granting you legal authont, 
to tape-record all my telephone calls. 


With comradely greetings, 


Endre Kadar, a charter member of the 
Interior Ministry's Police Regiment 
Budapest, 4 September 1988 


Original to addressee for appropriate action, Copy to 
NOEK LAPIJA for its information 


Dear Sir: 


So much for the “public opinion” on which you 
“partially” rely. My only request is that, from among the 
comments regarding my letter, you publish merely the 
ones giving the writer's full name and address. As a 
matter of journalistic ethics, it is your duty to check this. 


Dear Sir: 


This envelope has been opened not by the censor but by 
me, at 18:15 today. My reason for doing so is that | 
received yet another telephone call. 


I am unable to give you a verbatim account cf this call, 
but its gist was as follows: 


“Comrade Kadar?” “Yes. Who am I speaking with?” 
“Sorry, but I do not dare to give you my name.” “Then 
why are you calling?” “Just to tell you that you are not 
alone. We are with you.” “Then there are at least two of 
us.” “Not two, many thousands. But we are afraid.” “Of 
what?” “Of another October, of the fascists. Take care, 
they are butchers!” 


“ut, the end. 
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I hope that a few days from now the police will be 
tape-recording the calls hoth from your comrades and 
mine. 


Respectfully yours, 
Endre Kadar 


i — 


This, incidentally, is something I learned from you. The 
date is missing also from the letter of the deputy editor in 
chief, Mihaly L. Kocsis. | am aware that it was not 
written between 19 March 1944 and February 1945. Nor 
between 23 October 1956 and MUK (15 March 1957). 


It likewise escaped my attention that, in Pongrac Gal- 
sai's first chapter, the doctor is conversing with a 
deceased person. From which it follows that Pongrac 
Galsai wrote his “novel” years ago. I (the stupid block- 
head) find this confusing. Your failure to publish my 
earlier letter (about anti-Semitism in Hungary), and the 
two later ones as well, does not entitle me to compare 
you with anyone. 


Let journalistic ethics be you guide in evaluating your 
own conduct. 


Respectfully yours, 
Endre Kadar 


eno Moy Hard Line 
25000049 Budapest NOEK LAPJA in Hungarian 
No 40, 1988 pp 22-23 


[Two letters to the editor: “Flowers on Rakosi's Grave” 
and “Anonymous Couple”) 


ext} I am of one mind with Comrade Endre Kadar and 

ly agree with what he wrote. Your colleague, Pongrac 
Galsai, died in the meantime, and it is true that one must 
say nothing but good of the dead. As Comrade Kadar put 
it, we inherited a country in complete disarray, without 
any intellectuals. We attempted to educate inte intellec- 
tuals anyone in whom we detected a spark of intelli- 
gence. Consider that “odious Rakosi era,” as they like to 
call it. It managed to squeeze out our reparation pay- 
ments and to raise a new generation of intellectuals. He 
rebuilt the country from its ruins. Indeed, I recall Rakovi 
in his plain, dark suit. He was an unpretentious puritan. 
It is true that he, too, was surrounded by many people 
with rubber backbones. 


In those days we, too, amgued in our party locals, often 
until midnight, without being hauled off the way the 
potboilers like to depict it now, in the want of something 
better to write about. These self-proclaimed writers just 
want to lead a free and easy life, without care. In the past 
there was the Rajk trial. But if I think of the Yugoslav 
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Rajk had wanted to achieve through his 
friend Tito, then Rakosi was right. He should have acted 
sooner, even though Rajk had been in the communist 


underground. 


You have to admit that the working class and the 
communist movement were betrayed during the past 30 
years, or raise the following question: Were the reasons 
why we, the working class, fought and followed the ideas 
of Marx and Lenin merely a utopia? Indeed, many of us 
have asked ourselves this question. 


Whenever I visit my husband's grave in Farkasret Cem- 
etery (he died young, regrettably, and lies in the same 
row as Rakosi), | usually put a few flowers on Rakosi's 
grave, but they are stolen by next morning. Is this not 
desecration of his grave? 


You must not think that I alone entertain such thoughts. 
There are very many of us, party members and nonmem- 
bers alike, for whom that “odious Rakosi era” brought 
opportunity for advancement. 


Sincerely yours, 


Irma Csajagi, 
One of your Communist readers 


Mr Mihaly L. Kocsis: 


Reading you “Reading” commentary convinced us that 
NOEK LAPJA is no longer our favorite journal. Having 
subscribed to it for about 30 years, we are now obliged to 
cancel our subscription. As very old subscribers, we 
request that, on behalf of your journal, you accept and 
record our votes for Endre Kadar, and also for 
“Erzsike.” | do not wish to outline in detail my areas of 
agreement, and disagreement, with Comrade Endre 
Kadar's views. His difficult life and willingness to make 
sacrifices evoke our admiration and respect. Although 
we have not accomplished as much as he has, we have 
done everything possible within our circumstances for 
our hard-won, and now overanalyzed and overcriticized, 
new social system. We, too, are aware that there are 
things to criticize, and that events of 40 years ago now 
look different in retrospect. And we know that those who 
would do everything in their power to undermine our 
regime are still alive and have even produced new 
generations. It is not the Communists who are turning 
back the wheels of time, but people like you, Sir, among 
others. Only you are planning to dress the old bride in a 
nicer gown. 


I wonder how old you are, and what you have done for 
this country and regime, to dare to strike such a tone? I 
regret that Pongrac Galsai’s railing against us incensed 
Comrade Endre Kadar-—evidently an elderly person—so 
much that he wrote and bared to someone like you the 
innermost feelings wringing his heart and soul. He wouki 
like to defend even now what indisputably does exist. 
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We are defending our social system because it is ours. 
We fear for it because it is ours. And we accept as 
justifiable only the criticism that reflects also this con- 
cern. 


A sarcastic critic on the sideline such as you, who took 
advantage of Comrade Endre Kadar’s ignorance of Pon- 
grac Galsai’s demise, gives us cause for apprehension. 
You people are throwing out tac ‘aby with the bath 
water! You have not even attempted to understand 
anything of Endre Kadar’s letter. You understand abso- 
lutely nothing of it! 


Finally, after much hesitation we have decided to send 
this letter anonymously. We do not have the publicity of 
a newspaper at our disposal for answering back and 
forth. And who knows, Mihaly L. Kocsis. in what light 
you would present what we wrote? 


A Couple 


Communist Disillusioned 
25000049 Budapest NOEK LAPJA in Hungarian 
No 40, 1988 p 23 


{A letter to Endre Kadar from Sandor Szaba“i, a retired 
journalist: “From the List of Rakosi’s Crimes” 


[Text] 
Mr Kadar: 


When Rakosi, the infamous (then merely) candidate 
dictator whom you have attempted to whitewash now, 
started off on the road to becoming a dictator, he 
hastened to declare war on the 1919 Communists, and to 
embrace the so-called minor Hungarian Nazis. Then he 
settled old scores with the Social Democrats, and all 
other kinds of democrats as well. 


And woe to anyone who, at the end of the war, happened 
to be a POW of the Americans or British, rather than of 
the Soviets. Because, in line with Stalin's practice, such 
people were suspected of being spies or imperialist 
agents. 


Rakos: the gangster boss (that title fits him aptly) had his 
henchmen conceal guns in the straw stacks of honest 
peasants, so that their “armed conspiracy” could then be 
“uncovered,” and the preselected unfortunate victims 
could be sent to the gallows. 


The aforementioned gangster boss had priests, nuns and 
monks thrown into prison or concentration camp and 
beaten into cripples; the very ones who had saved 
people—persecuted Jews, army deserters, and hiding 
Communists—from the German and Hungarian Nazi 
henchmen. 
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The aforementioned gangster boss pronounced 10 mil- 
lion Hungarians fascists and declared an entire nation 
[Hitler’s} last satellite. Barely had the yellow stars disap- 
peared and the horrible furnaces of Auschwitz, Dachau, 
etc. cooled off, when new unfortunates had to wear their 
freshly branded marks of shame: honest and diligent 
people were declared kulaks, bourgeois, etc. For some of 
them, this was the second time to enjoy such “goodies.” 
Moreover, also the Communists who had fought in 
Spain, or had been declared enemies within the Hungar- 
ian or some other CP, were sent to prison, torture 
chamber or the gallows. 


Since then, Mr Kadar, the devil has claimed your Rak- 
osi. The terrible thing is that many of his henchmen are 
still here and are living very well: drawing generous 
personal pensions that exceed the regular brackets, resid- 
ing in corifortable apartments for which they pay nom- 
inal rent, and using—again for nominal payment—the 
vacation homes and large gardens confiscated from 
others. | know of one such fellow in Buda, in the 
Kelenvolgy. Even today he is terrorizing area residents 
by claiming to be a senior police officer with far-reaching 
powers, telling them to beware of him. And to lend 
greater emphasis to his threats, he occasionally beats up 
some older or weaker resident. “Unofficially,” just on 
his Own initiative. 


Now, Mr Kadar, try to decide who is the gangster, and to 
identify the gangsters. (On second thought, don’t even 
try. For it is all the same what you do or do not decide. 
After all, the calendar shows that we are now truly living 
in 1988. Which is by far more than even 1987 was 
Meanwhile the wheels of history keep spinning ahead 
and cannot be turned back.) 


And before I forget. As their humble colleague, I request 
that you add also my name to the list of Hungarian 
writers and journalists who, you claim, helped to create 
the personality cult. Once, at the age of 16-20, I too 
cheered Rakosi and Stalin enthusiastically, both orally 
and in writing. Because the fact that several of my loved 
ones had become victims «i nazism raged in me as a 
recently experienced horror. And because | felt that then, 
after the abysmal evil, there could come only utter good 
and justice. 


That is how it came about that I, too, cheated. Noi with 
your cunning blue ballots, but through my own stupidity 
and naiveness. | was too young to vote, but I canvassed 
24 peasants in our village to vote for Rakosi. Later, all 24 
lost the few yokes of land they each had. For all this I, 
too, was awarded decorations. | will gladly give them to 
you, to pin next to your own. For although | have never 
worn any of them, they are burning my skin even so. 


Sandor Szabadi, 


A retired journalist 
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Editorial Comment 
25000049 Budapest NOEK LAPJA in Hungarian 
No 40, 1988 p 23 


{Comment by Mihaly L. Kocsis, deputy editor in chief] 


[Text] There is a pile of comments on the letter we 
published under the title “Is Hypochondna Curable?” in 
our No 36 issue. Due to space limitations, however, we 
have been able to publish only this small selection to 
illustrate the wide response among our readers to 
Kadar’s letter. Although the present sample does not 
reflect the ratio of comments for and against, we would 
like to reassure particularly our “anonymous” readers 
and dispel their concern that we might suppress their 
agreement with Endre Kadar’s views. Even after reading 
the letters that support Endre Kadar, however, our 
opinion regarding Endre Kadar’s view of history has not 
changed. In this, we suspect, we are not entirely alone. 


POLAND 


Border (rea PZPR Secretary: Party Strength, 
Free Trade 
26000241 Warsaw ZYCIE WARSZAWY in Polish 
6 Dec 88 p 3 


{Interview with Dr Jozef Oleksy, First Secretary, PZPR 
Voivodship Committee, Biala Podlaska, by Bozena Cies- 
likowa: “Waiting for the Changes” under the rubric 
“National News”] 


[Text] 


[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] The voivodship you represent is 
colloquially termed Poland's “Borderlands.” At the 
same time it 1s separated from “perestroika™ by just the 
width of a border crossing. 


{Dr Oleksy] Indeed, that 1s the colloquial term for it. The 
backwardness of former “Poland B” [eastern Poland]. 
which has always included Podlasie, dates far back into the 
historical past. No industry was sited in these regions 
which were considered an agricultural hinterland. Once 
the new vorvodship was established here, much has 
changed. Infrastructure has improved and there has been a 
construction boom along with a rise in the level ot farm 
oulpui, and, in addition, rural living conditions have 
improved—this last largely owing to volunteer community 
projects, that is, owing to the efforts of rural dweilers 
themselves. Our future is very promising. 


And we are indeed close to “perestroika™ [the Soviet 
border]. The volume of cross-border traffic 1s impres- 
sive. Not only friends and families visit each other 
There also are the sister cities, sister plants, sister mnst:- 
tutions, and sister social organizations in Bi ala Podlaska 
Voivodship and Brest Oblast. There are cross-border 
meetings and discussions. Thus it 1s possible to person- 
ally verify what is happening at our eastern neighbor's. 
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[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] You probably also can thus 
compare their perestroika with our Polish restructuring. 


[Dr Oleksy} That ts a frequent conversational topic, not 
just among the aktiv and cadres. It 1s interesting that to 
our Polish citizens perestroika seems more attractive 
than our own Polish restructuring. This reflects the more 
explicit dynamism of perestroika, its sweep, resolute- 
ness, and the breadth of the changes it entails. As for 
Polish restructuring, people often say that it lacks bold- 
ness, that the accomplishments lag far behind the prom- 
ises. This is clearly a subjective thing. Such comparisons 
will change once the changes in Poland become more 
radical. But will then our restructuring gain such enthu- 
siastic support as is nowadays being enjoyed by pere- 
stroika among Poles” 


[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] You have proposed the symbolic 
opening of the historic bridge on the Bug for free crossing 
by citizens of both countnes. Is the purpose to enable 
perestroika to cross over freely rather than just to infil- 
trate” 


[Dr Oleksy] That bridge 1s a symbol of genuine ties. It 
lies atwart a major trade route. Terespol is a busy 
[railroad] station, and Malachowice ts the largest inland 
transloading port. The route via Terespol and Brest to 
Minsk and Moscow ts the historic route linking Russia to 
the rest of Europe 


[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] You want to exploit your loca- 
tron so as to benefit the region. | heard that yet another 
duty-free enclave in Poland may be established here. 


[Dr Oleksy} Yes, that 1s what we pian, in order to benefit 
the region, which needs considerable additional 
resources in order to overcome its backwardness and 
keep and altract alert, competent. and enterprising indi- 
viduals who would otherwise be looking tor better career 
opportunities in Silesia, on the Coast, or in Warsaw. To 
this end also we are promoting vanous economic initia- 
tives and attractung domestic and foreign shareholding 
companies and, recently, adopting a program for the 
promotion of crafts, manual trades, and private indus- 
try. In the first three quarters of this year our vorvodsiup 
has advanced to the ieading place in this country as 
regards the growth rate of sales volume and labor pro- 
ductivity, although unfortunately it ranks 47th among 
the other vorvodships so tar as wage leveis are con- 
cerned 


[ZYCIE WARSZAWY]| What opportunities tor your 
voirvodship do you perceive in the new decree On peo 
pie’s councils which grants broader powers to local 
authorities and increases the proportion of local output 
that can be retained locaily 


[Dr Oleksy] Such opportunities exist chiefly for indus- 
trial voivodships, which can now thus retain for them- 
selves part of their output and earmark it for further 
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growth. Our voivodship, however, is 65 percent agricul- 
tural, and so far in Poland no one has made any profits 
from agriculture, which is traditionally considered as 
providing raw materials to industry, unless a high degree 
of food processing is considered. Hence, we would like to 
become a major food producer, and a producer of 
healthy [unpolluted] food at that. We know how to 
accomplish it, but we lack money, especially for needed 
investments. 


{[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] What is local initiative for? 


[Dr Oleksy] We already are doing what is up to us. But 
local initiative has to be concretely supported by allocat- 
ing, Say, scarce producer goods, providing investment 
incentives (loans, tax exemptions, special growth prefer- 
ences), as otherwise the decentralization of the economy 
and management would not spur a uniform development 
of all of this country’s regions. The stated goal of that 
decree is to be accomplished by all voivodships, both the 
neglected ones and the well-off ones. Once centralized 
allocation is abolished, however, the existing dispropor- 
tions among the voivodships may at first worsen. 


{[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] Are you apprehensive about the 
decline of state interventionism and an overall national 
growth policy? Might not the abolition of central alloca- 
tions prove troublesome? 


[Dr Oicksy] This waiting for assistance only seemingly 
points to the old nostalgia for a “top” that would issue 
orders on how our region is to develop. Decentralization 
cannot be tantamount to the state's evasion of its essen- 
tial obligations. No local initiative will resolve, e.g., the 
problem of the “Eastern Wail” [backwardness of the 
eastern half of Poland] or of the 21,000-hectare PFZ 
[State Land Fund] in our voivodship, just as farmers 
won't do anything about expanding livestock raising 
uniess the state adopts a proper policy. For it 1s not 
enough just to expand livestock raising on one's own and 
expect it to become profitable. It is surprising how 
naively some people view the future and expect rapid 
effects. The change in the role of the central government 
should not mean its complete withering. 


[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] You are saying this at a time 
when emphasis is being placed on systemic self-regula- 
tion of the economy. 


[Dr Oleksy] But this should not result in haste and magic 
conjurations. We perceive maximum systemic self-regu- 
lation to be linked to, among other things, market 
mechanisms, democracy, and autonomy of the society. 
At the same time, we needlessly dread the necessary 
ingredient of chaos in these processes. Altogether, it 
sometimes appears as if we would like to go back to the 
times of the command-directive system, and, hence, also 
to the sham measures associated with it. 
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[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] Isn’t the impatience with which 
we look on at the reforming of our economy understand- 
able? As a result, the authorities fear being accused of 
incompetence and sluggishness. For the widespread 
belief is that the changes are occurring too slowly, that 
we are losing too much time. 


[Dr Oleksy] We are losing time at a shocking rate, and 
losing it irretrievably. Being entangled in disputes and 
conflicts, we overlook paramount rationales. The ero- 
sion of the traditional real model of socialism 's a fact. 
The party has launched a program for repairing that 
model. But defining an acceptable vision of socialism 
and the socialist state as well as translating actual inten- 
tions into reality requires a consensus among all the 
forces to be reckoned with in the society. Much has 
already been accomplished, but the real turnabout 1s not 
here yet. 


{ZYCIE WARSZAWY] Such a turnabout must take 
place within the party itself too. 


[Dr Oleksy] As the leading and guiding political force, 
the party cannot avoid internal changes. The slogan 
“The Party in Change—Changes in the Party” must 
become a wellispring of honest self-evaluation. It 1s being 
said too often nowadays that the party has not com- 
pletely adjusted itself to the reform line, that it is 
conservative, defending its status quo, and that in its 
internal life it has not overcome relics of Stalinism. This 
is said both by people who do not know the party and by 
party members. It is not enough to asseverate verbally 
the irreversibility of the reform. A kind of “critical 
mass” of facts and decisions making it impossible to 
abandon the new course is needed. This can happen only 
when all those conscious of the new strategy unite 
themselves even despite their political or ideological 
differences. The disrupted political mentality of the 
society and its pessimistic mood should be opposed by 
specific manifestations of proreform onentation—by 
resoluteness in perpetuating the changes. This ts the 
most important raison d'etat. Anything that promotes 11 
should be encouraged. 


[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] As the first secretary of the 
voivodship party echelon, do you think that the party 1s 
capable of accomplishing changes even though it 1s 
burdened with the responsibility for the mistakes of the 


past? 


[Dr Oleksy] The mistrust of the party and even an 
inimical attitude toward it are of varying origin. Above 
all, the ways in which it exercises its functions are 
criticized. Some people also question the role and place 
of the party in the political process. As part of its dispute 
with them, the party must credibly legitimize its man- 
date for its leading and guiding role, so that it can feel 
needed by the people. In brief, regardless of its criti- 
cisms, the party is an organized force capable of defining 
the program for changes. But it is not capable of impie- 
menting it on its own and by means of old methods. It 
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must therefore look for partners and allies. At present it 
does not even rally the entire social left wing round it. 
Many valuable individuals are unwilling to join the 
PZPR. The young do not view the party as their repre- 
sentative. In addition, diverse onentations of thought 
are arising among party members. Let us bear in mind 
that the party is both a sociopolitical movement and a 
discrete structure within the state. 


[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] Are not you exaggerating in 
describing the party as an organized force? Locally, at 
plants and factories, the party is at times quite invisible 
outside its formal structure. 


[Dr Oleksy] Indeed, the condition of many party ele- 
ments is incommensurate with the role they must exer- 
cise if they desire to influence the reality. That is why the 
recovery of identity, the feeling of commonalty and 
capacity for specific action, are among the most impor- 
tant internal tasks of the party. The party, in desiring to 
lead the movement toward the contemporaneity, should 
itself be modern and attractive. The real strength of the 
party will manifest itself once its proposals, suggestions, 
and appeals are close and understandable to the people, 
and once it rallies round itself the social potential 
represented by the most creative and courageous indi- 
viduals, as otherwise it will be unable to lead the society. 
Within the party, and within each of its elements, there 
should be no doubt whatsoever as to the validity and 
irreversibility of the reforms in Poland. The party must 
be the chief standardbearer of the reforms. A great deal 
of ordinary bureaucratism and misconceived “tradition” 
still persists within the party. The centralistically 
evolved party will have problems in adapting itself to a 
decentralized economy and the new function of the state. 
I personally expect of the coming 10th plenary session of 
the Central Committee to support more resolutely the 
need for changes within the party itself. 


[ZYCIE WARSZAWY] You came from Warsaw for field 
party work here. In your new position do you view the 
party's role differently? 


[Dr Oleksy] This is a matter of personal challenge and 
personal growth to me. It is also a sobering experience, as 
it teaches one humility, respect for the daily hard work of 
people, and understanding of their frequently justified 
irritation. Becoming familiar with the daily life of citizens 
also alters one’s view of the party's role and of one’s own 
work. To a decisionmaker in Warsaw the society is per- 
ceived as a whole and decisions in the collective interest 
are thought to be almost automatically as it were identical 
with the interests of the individual. By contrast, only here, 
on location, so to speak, when viewing things from the 
standpoint of Biala Podlaska | was able to ascertain how 
important it is for specific individuals to be the addressees 
of our program and actions. The experience of history also 
shows that the idea, the program, must first be accepted by 
the individual. When a program meets the expectations 
and aspirations of one or many persons, they combine into 
a group naturally desirous of accomplishing similar or 


interested in the program. Nowadays it is being said that 
the society wants more than what is being proposed to it by 
the party. And hence the party should become as bold as 
the society. 


Only then can the party be the vanguard of the society. 


Catholic Journalist Urges Elimination of Bierut 
Memorials 


26000245 Czestochowa NIEDZIELA in Polish 
No 50, 11 Dec 88 p 4 


{Article by Juliusz Jan Braun: “... 
Bierutꝰ 


Named After Boleslaw 


[Text] Almost daily I walk on Boleslaw Bierut Street. 
Also named after Bierut are a Czestochowa steelworks, 
the university in Wroclaw, and the Youth Palace in 
Katowice. How did Bolesiaw Bierut deserve the grateful 
memory of later generations so much that a large indus- 
trial plant, a university, and a youth center are named 
after him? 


In the book “Pazdziernik’S6" [October 1956] (Spold- 
zielcze Press, Warsaw, 1987) Boleslaw Bierut is called a 
major representative of the sectarian-dogmatic tenden- 
cies within the party. It was precisely this group that was 
responsible, after incarcerating Wladyslaw Gomulka, for 
introducing in Poland the most brutal, Stalinist version. 
It was Boleslaw Bierut who headed the party and the 
state during a period when prisons were filled with 
thousands of innocent people and when persons of ment 
to Poland were condemned to death in public trials as 
well as in secret trials. 


More and more is being said and written nowadays 
about the crimes of the late 1940's and early 1950's, 
without any longer camouflaging the facts with the 
neutral-sounding phrase “mistakes and distortions.” 
The press names names which once used to evoke terror 
and subsequently were glossed over so that they would 
not muddy the idyllic picture of the past. The criminal 
trials organized by members of the Main Information 
Directorate of the Polish Army, which had until late 
1953 been directed by Soviet officers (Colonel D. Voz- 
nesenskiy and his deputy colonel A. Skulbashevskiy) 
who had subsequently been recalled to the USSR and 
placed on trial there, are now being publicly mentioned. 
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Likewise the activities of the [quondam) Ministry of 
Public Secunty are now being publicly mentioned. After 
the “methods of interrogation employed at the Ministry 
of Public Security” were criticized in 1955, the head of 
that ministry, S. Radkiewicz, was recalled from his post 
and punished by being appointed to head the [quondam] 
Ministry of State Farms. Later, in 1957, he was removed 
from the party. Also removed from the party at that time 
was Jakub Berman, the immediate superior of Radkie- 

wicz (and for many years the second most powerful 
sania ta Gin qaiiek ——“ 
over Department X of the Ministry of Public Security. In 
several instances lower-ranking members of the party 
hierarchy were treated more severely. R. Romkowski, 
deputy minister of public security supervising the activ- 
ities of Department X, was sentenced in 1957 to 15 years 
of imprisonment and A. Fejgin, the director of that 
department, to 12 years. J. Rozanski, director of the 
Investigation Department at the Ministry of Public Secu- 
rity, got 15 years in prison. 


The upper limit for penal responsibility was the post of 
deputy minister. Above that ceiling there was only the 
so-called party responsibility, meaning in extreme cases 
expulsion from the party. That was above that ceiling— 
not as high as the very summit. In between Berman and 
Radkiewicz in Warsaw and Stalin in Moscow there was 
one more person: Boleslaw Bierut, “Comrade Tomasz,” 
the President, the Prime Minister, the First Secretary. 


Bolesiaw Bierut was responsible for the lawlessness then 
reigning in this country not only as a person occupying 
the supreme state and party posts. The great show trials 
were prepared with his personal participation. Among 
Bierut's party duties, the supervision of security matters 
occupied a special place. From 1948 until his death in 
1956 he was chairman of the Committee for Security 
under the Politburo of the PZPR Central Committee. 
The accountability, even if only historical and moral 
accountability, is officially shouldered by Berman and 
Radkiewicz, members of that Committee; as for its 
chairman, he has remained unscathed on his lofty ped- 
estal. 


He remains on a pedestal literally as well. In a period, 
now called the years of stagnation, when in the USSR 
Brezhnev was accomplishing a “creeping rehabilitation” 
of Stalin, monuments to Bierut were being built in 
Poland. One such monument was erected in Czesto- 
chowa. To this day it is attended by an honor guard and 
is the focus of official ceremonies, with school children 
placing flowers at its base. 


Nowadays there are many more important things than 
demolishing old monuments. Yet precisely now that we 
should think of the future and work for the future, we 
should remove what is burdening and distorting national 
awareness. Bierut and his era cannot be forgotten, and 
his personality cannot be deleted from memory. We 
should bear in mind the years when, under the 
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“enlightened leadership” of Boleslaw Bierut, Polish agn- 
culture was being destroyed by forced collectivization 
and the struggle against “kulaks,” the years when “the 
battle for trade” resulted in destroying the market and 
private enterprise, the years when the church was being 
persecuted, the Primate Stefan Wyszynski arrested, and 
Bishop Czeslaw Kaczmarek sentenced after a sham 


Yes, Boleslaw Bierut deserves to be remembered, as a 
warning to future generations. 


How long still shail we continue to walk on Bierut Street? 
How long still will his name appear on plaques and in the 
appellations of various institutions? 


NOTE: The above article was going to be printed in issue 
No 44-45 of NIEDZIELA on 30 October 1988. However, 
its publication was prohibited by the District Office for 
the Control of Publications and Entertainment in Opole 
on the grounds that it violates the provisions of Article 2, 
Points 2 and 6, of the Decree on the Control of Publica- 
tions and Entertainment (“Calling for the overthrow of 
the constitutional system of the Polish People’s Repub- 
lic. and villifying, deriding, or demeaning that system is 
prohibited” and “Urging to perpetrate a crime or prais- 
ing said crime or publishing obviously criminal texts”). 
On considering an appeal by the editors, the Main 
[Warsaw] Office for the Control of Publications and 
Entertainment has permitted the publication of this 
article. 


ROMANIA 


Ceausescu Hailed for Denowncing Dictatorship of 
Proletaria? 


27000031 Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian 
No 23, 10 Dec 88 pp 33, 39, 40 


[Article by Dumitru Popescu, member of the Political 
Executive Committee of the RCP Central Committee 
and rector of the Academy of Social-Political Studies of 
the RCP Central Committee: “The Romanian People's 
Struggle for National-State Unity as One of the Funda- 
mental Landmarks of the National History. Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu's Theoretical Work—The Scientific 
Basis for Learning the History of the Romanian People”) 


[Text] Under the aegis of the National Council of Sci- 
ence and Education, a national scientific session was 
held in Bucharest on the 70th anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the national united Romanian state. The 
theme of the session was “The Romanian People's 
Struggle for National-State Unity as One of the Funda- 
mental Landmarks of the National History. Comrade 
Nicolac Ceausescu's Theoretical Work—The Scientific 
Basis for Learning the History of the Romanian People.” 


The session, which was organized by the Academy of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania, was attended by mem- 
bers and candidate members of the Political Executive 
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_ Committee of the RCP Central Committee, secretaries 

and members of the RCP Central Committee, members 
of the State Council and the Government, representa- 
tives of central institutions and of mass and civic orga- 
nizations, party and state activists, men of science, art, 
and culture, researchers, students, military men, and 
working people from Bucharest. 


We carry in this issue the presentations made at the 
national scientific session. 


In 1918, after 2,000 years of tumultuous confrontations 
with the vicissitudes of history, the Romanians, the heirs 
to the ancient inhabitants of this land, the Dacians and 
Romans, succeeded in rebuilding a united national state. 
The road traveled from Burebdista’s centralized state and 
Decebdal's strong and flourishing state to the Great Unifi- 
cation accomplished 70 years ago was long, and was 
punctuated by a meteoritic but glorious intermezzo0 
achieved by the brave Vojvod Mihai. Its length also 
testifies to the determination, resolution, and lofty patn- 
Otic Consciousness of the Romanian people. The ancient 
dream and the hope of rebuilding national unity never 
paled and were never extinguished throughout centunes of 
foreign domination; their will and testament was passed on 
like a torch from one tion to the next, down to the 
fortunate generation of 70 years ago, which was immortal- 
ized in the memory of all those that will ever follow for its 
Clear-sightedness, boldness, and spint of sacrifice. 


As is known, the Unification established a social frame- 
work favorable to the unfolding of a great national 
ascent, to intensifying material progress, developing the 
bourgeois democratic structures, rejuvenating the polit- 
ical life, and to a great cultural renaissance that ennched 
our cultural heritage to an unprecedented extent. Unfor- 
tunately, the period that followed was negatively marked 
by the fact that the new state of the united nation mostly 
promoted the narrow interests of the bourgeois land- 
Owner minority. As was only natural, that caused sharp 
social conflicts. Consequently, the repressive function of 
the state was frequently exercised. As early as during the 
1920 general strike, and later during the 1929-33 crisis, 
the repressive apparatus emptied their guns into the 
masses of workers, the objectively most progressive 
political class. The workers movement was repressed, the 
communist party was outlawed, and democratic political 
Organizations were muzzied. Within only two decades, 
that nefanous process caused the national united state to 
degenerate into a royal, and later a military-fascist dic- 
tatorship, the obstacles to fulfilling the democratic aspi- 
rations of the people and to social and political progress. 


After the revolution for national and social liberation, 
the substance of state power changed; the government 
passed into the hands of the workers class and its allies. 
The new state assumed the task of rebuilding the econ- 
omy, which had been depleted and destroyed by the war, 
establishing new material-technical bases for the society, 
and asserting the political mghts of the progressive 
forces. During the first period, the workers class had the 
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mission of defeating the opposition of the exploiters and 
the representatives of the old, reactionary regime, some- 
thing that required the state to intensively exercise its 
repressive function. Naturally, the people's democratic 
state carned out considerable socioeconomic and cultur- 
al-educational activities, but the ninth congress came at 
a time in the life of the society when the repressive 
function still carned appreciable weight both in theory 
and in practice, in disaccord with the social and political 
changes that had occurred, and when the narrow view of 
the state that had emerged in the confrontation with the 
opposition was still anachronistically perpetuated. 


Comrade Nicole Ceausescu radically revised the concept 
of the socialist state; he revealed the damaging conse- 
quences of the exaggerated growth of repression from both 
the viewpoint of the relations between the people and their 
own political system, and of fully meeting the objective 
requirements of socioeconomic organization and leader- 
ship. 


After the ninth congress, after a radical cnticism of arbi- 
trary practices and abuses and after revealing their theo- 
retical roots and political causes, the supremacy of socialist 
legality was theoretically substantiated and legally regu- 
lated. The party secretary general publicly exposed the 
narrow-minded mentality that equated opposition to 
socialism with crnticism from the ranks stemming from the 
masses’ ardent desire to perfect socialism. He stressed that 
that kind of criticism not only cannot harm the new 
system, but is vitally necessary, because socialism cannot 
trumph without the conscious, active, and responsible 
participation of the masses. The bodies of reprisal were put 
under the authority and control of the party, new relations 
were forged between the socialist state and the people. the 
political system was raised to a higher level, and the central 
and local state bodies were democratized, thus establishing 
a network of democratic civic bodies that expanded the 
decisionmaking basis and ensured, in cooperation with the 
state, the exercise of the constitutional nghts and prerog- 
atives of the citizen as owner, producer, and consumer of 
the social wealth. 


One of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu’s noteworthy con- 
tributions to the theory of the socialist state is his 
denunciation of the idea of dictatorship of the proictar- 
jat—not only in the sense that it conflicted with the 
specific traits of the historncal stage we had reached, but 
also in the sense that it had been erroncous from its 
inception. Indeed, after the socialist revolution, the new 
State repressed the exploiting reactionanes that stood in 
the way of the revolutionary process. But they were only 
a minority. Can there be a dictatorship of the majority 
against the minonty? Only the reverse has been known in 
history, i.¢., times when, in order to defeat the resistance 
of the masses, to bring the people to their knees and 
reduce them to silence, the privileged governing circles 
passed draconian laws and enforced them by terror. The 
concept of proletarian dictatorship contradicted the 
Marxist thesis that by liberating itself, the workers class, 
which thereby ceases to be a proletariat, liberates the broad 
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were completed by the strik- 
ingly rational statement that the people, not the state, are 
the owners of the means of production wrested from the 
hands of the exploiters; that statement radically changed 
the perspective of the relations between state and people 
on the basic issue of socialism, the issue of ownership. 
The state fulfills is economic-organizational role in soci- 
ety as the representative of the people, as the adminis- 
trator, while the working people, the true owners, 
increasingly participate, within the system of self-man- 
agement, in the administration of the social wealth. 
After the ninth congress, simultaneously with clarifying 
the basic issues of the state doctrine, steps were taken to 
reorganize the state bodies and apparatus and to deal 
with the causes of bureaucracy, which the party secretary 
general described as a serous threat to socialism and an 
obstacle to the dynamic and harmonious development of 
the society. The administrative-territorial reform; the 
structural reorganization of the economic production 
and management apparatus; the elimination of many 
intermediary links, and periodical cutbacks in auxiliary, 
ive sectors were designed to more closely link 
the center to the units and to achieve a more flexible and 
efficrent management. 
Special attention was aiso paid to the fulfiliment of the 
cultural-educational function of the state in accordance 
with the requirements of the scientific-technical revolu- 
tion and of raising the level of civilization of the people. 
as well as to the state's function of defending the national 
independence and the sovereign and inalienable nght of 
our nation to decide its fate according to its own wishes 
and to be the master in its own country. 


In the Apnil theses, proceeding from the need to further 
promote democratic centralism, Comrade Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu criticized th< leading bodies for inadequate under- 
standing of the principles of workers democracy, which 
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require absolute renunciation of administrative-Dureau- 
cratic methods and the resolute implementation of the 
system of self-administration in all enterprises. Some of 
the basic guidelines of the April theses are the state 
guaranteed authority of the law, whereby the laws are 
adopted by the constitutional bodies with the participa- 
tion of civic democratic bodies and after being debated 
with all the people; closer cooperation among state 
bodies and the bodies of revolutionary democracy, and 
promoting relations between the party and state that will 
not lead either to overlapping or to mutual exclusion, but 
that will dialectically complement each other in the 
Organization and leadership of the society. 


In Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's works we often mect 
musings on the future of the socialist state. We must admit 
that we—and others--have become accustomed to the 
mechanical reiteration of the idea that the state emerged at 
a certain stage of social development and that it will 
spontaneously disappear at another stage, i.¢., under com- 
munism. What will replace the state? The free self-govern- 
ment of the people, is the usual answer. The party secretary 
general called attention to the fact that human society will 
never be able to do without a centralized leadership and 
coordination. Indeed, dealing with the question of the 
disappearance of the state in such a simplistic manner is 
tantamount to equating the pnmitive commune with the 
communism to which we aspire, which is a very high level 
of civilization—of an unsuspected complexity—and which 
cannot possibly share anything in common with automatic 

t and even less with anarchy. Naturally, the 
bodies of Gemocratic self-leadership of the future will be of 
totally different form and substance. In point of fact, the 
state already is no longer “the product of irreductible class 
antagonisms,” as the Marxist classics defined it, but fulfills 
a constructive social role in the service of the people. That 
is precisely the thing that is ignored by certain antisiate 
theses which, proceeding from a justified cnticism of the 
exacerbation of the repressive function and of the exces- 
sive, nondemocratic centralism of the socialist state, come 
to downgrade its role and to request that it be stnpped of 
Certain prerogatives, and even to denounce it as a political 
evil that must be eliminated. The prognosis of the disap- 
pearance of the state is thus anticipated, although that is an 
abstract theoretical idea that history has not yet had an 
Opportunity to verify and that still remains to be con- 
fronted by a reality whose scope we do not know. For the 
time being practice shows that the socialist society cannot 
dispense with state organization neither at present nor in 
the foreseeable future. The question is, and will be, in 
whose hands are the state and the bodies of social leader- 
ship? A high level of real democracy allows them to belong, 
directly and indirectly, to the masses, and to work in their 
interest. What will happen later remains to be decided by 
the future generations in accordance with the social con- 
ditions in which they will live. Comrade Nicolae Ceause- 
scu's thinking features a concept punfied of utopic residual 
matter concerning the process of disappearance of the 
state, based on the conviction that the revolutionary 
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process will not cease under communism, that it is intnn- 
sic to the uninterrupted progress of humankind, and that it 
cannot occur automatically of its own. 


An involuntary analogy brings us to the utopic theory 
that the nation created by the bourgeoisie to fulfill 
Certain objective requirements loses its raison d'etre 
after the elimination of the capitalist means of produc- 
tion, and consequently follows the unavoidable path to 
disappearance in parallel with the progress toward com- 
munism. Life has proven that the nation, far from losing 
its role, acquires »:nder socialism supenor characteris- 
tios. gains in strength, and becomes a genuine activating 
force of the new system. The ninth congress and the 
period that followed it radically revised the theory of the 
nation, too, at the same time correcting several serious 
mistakes in political practice and aligning politics and 
ideology with the urgent necessities of social reality. 


The situation had come to the point where the purpose of 
the nation under socialism was almost completely denied. 
In a further step, the national idea was denounced as one of 
the most harmful residues of the bourgeois class mentality 
and as a desertion of the positions of the proletariat, 
which, if we recall correctly, had ai a certain point even 
been denied belonging to a fatherland and had been 
deprived, quite without justification and despite the real- 
ity of life, merely on the strength of circumstances, of the 
noble feeling of patriotism. On the basis of the utopic idea 
that socialism will erase the borders between nations, and 
impatient to attain that artificial goal as quickly as possi- 
ble, efforts were made to weaken and even to repress the 
nation. We all know the forms and effects of that more or 
less overt intervention. History was being distorted and 
blurred, and national traditions were ignored to the point 
of hardly allowing a few progressive rudiments. At 2 
certain penod, the media was even systematically avoiding 
the name of the nation with a strange political coyness; in 
a spirit of national pseudomodesty we had become “our 
people,” rather than the Romanian people. Respect for the 
nation was taken for bourgeois nationalism, i.¢., with 
betrayal of socialism. In line with the well-known distor- 
tions of the relationship between national and interna- 
tional factors, internationalism was represented not only 
as the antipode of the national entity, but even as an 
antidote to it. Needless to say, that internationalism was 
viewed as a system of interests above and beyond the 
nations, to which national interests were subordinated and 
sacrificed. Paranthetically, supranational interests were 
often nothing but a disguise for more powerful national 
interests. Evidently, the purpose of that was to inhibi: 
national consciousness and crush patnotic feelings. 


In countless statements made after the ninth congress Com- 
rade Nicolae Ceausescu dispelled that pseudosocialist 
hypocrisy and did away with the dependency on a most 
antipopular concept, thus giving the party and the people 
the courage to freely assert the national identity. In polemics 
carned out with the supporters of the idea of the obsolence 
of the nation, both in the socialist and capitalist camps, the 
latter merely voicing the desire of supranational capital to 
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cancel national sovereignty, he pitted the actual reality of 
the world against ossified or biased ideas, a reality charac- 
terized by the most effervescent national reawakening of 
nations that had just shaken off the colonial yoke or foreign 
political domination, and by a great propensity to establish 
and consolidate independent national states and to defend 
the national sovereignty won after long struggies. 


By stripping the principle of the nation of the deposits of 
dogmatism aid restoring it to its full brilliance, the peren- 
nial values of ike Romanian nation were brought to the 
surface and new life was breathed into the sentiment of 
national pride in the heroical history marked by continu- 
ous struggles for freedom and independence, and for 
asserting our ethnic and cultural entity. Patnotic enthusi- 
asm was once again bubbling in Romanian breasts. 


Simultaneously with restoring the national hentage to 
the people, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu developed the 
theory of the characteristics and role of the nation under 
socialism, defining the nation as the most favorable 
framework for encouraging and channeling energies 
toward building socialism. The superiority of the social- 
ist nation clearly emerged agatnst the background of the 
real convergence of economic and political interests 
among all the social classes and categories indissolubly 
linked together by socialist ownership, and in the context 
of the specific tendency of the new system to homogenize 
the society and cultivate the united working people of the 
future. Our socialist nation bans any national discnmi- 
nation and ensures democratic nghts and maternal con- 
ditions for all the citizens, regardless of nationality; it 
deals with the national problem in general in the spint of 
the principles of dialectical and historical matenalism. 
These theoretical innovations and pratical and political 
regulations had strong repercussions for the social cli- 
mate, closely linked the party to the masses, and gave a 
new and powerful impetus to the entire social life. 


The party secretary general's contnbution to correcting, 
clarifying, and developing the theory of the state and 
nation was particularly important for the positive pro- 
cesses that took place in our society in the 23 years since 
the ninth congress. At the same time, its vital importance 
for enriching the heritage of scientific socialism and rein- 
forcing the capability of the revolutionary theory to cor- 
rectly reflect and progressively influence social reality was 
Clearly verified, thus providing an answer to complex 
contemporary issues. 


Ceausescu Hailed as Restorer of History 
27000027 Bucharest SCINTELA in Romanian 
2 Nov 88 pp 1. 4 


[Article by Constantin Olteanu, member of the Execu- 
tive Political Committee, secretary of the RCP Central 
Committee: “Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's Theoretical 
Work as the Foundation for Study of and Writing on the 
Unique and Cohesive History of the Romanian Nation”) 


[Text] The 70th anniversary of the establishment of the 
Romanian national united state affords our people, 
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Closely united around the RCP and sts secretary general, 
Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, not only an opportunity to 
remember a memorable event in the national history. 
but also an opportunity to take a broader view of the 
scope and significance of the great act of | December 
1918 whica, achieved by the struggle of the nation’s 
progressive social and political forces and of the people's 
masses throughout the country, marked a genuine mile- 
stone for the development of modern Romania. High- 
lighting the brilliant historical event that took place 70 
years ago naturally inspires the conscience of the present 
generation to both honor the actions by which our 
forefathers served the cause of the fatherland’s progress. 
and to acquire a profound knowledge of and to truthfully 
present the great deeds and moments that marked the 
progress of the Romanian society and the stages that in 
tume lead to the socialist system and to the most glonous 
period of its development, the “Nicolae Ceausescu Era.” 


The Romanian field of history—the science of truth and 
an essential factor for strengthening the nation’s self- 
awareness—and all those who work in it have the advan- 
tage of having at their disposal theses, views, and guide- 
lines of an invaluable theoretical and methodological 
worth soundiy grounded in the monumental scientific 
and sociopolitical work of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, 
the great hero among the nation’s heroes, the thinker and 
Statesman of genius, the clear-sighted builder of the 
country and of a new era, and the exceptional personality 
entrusted through the unanimous wishes of the people to 
lead the fatherland’s destinies. 


Our party secretary general's work in the field of scien- 
tfic history, like his work in the area of social sciences in 
general, constitutes a brillant example of how to 
approach and resolve in a strictly factual, materialist- 
dialectical manner the past-present-future relationship 
within the complex process of change of the society; that 
is one of the essential facets of his impressive contrbu- 
tion to expanding the progressive Romamian and univer- 
sal thinking and the revolutionary theory and practice. 
Thanks to Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, in the penod 
opened up by the histonc Ninth RCP Congress, the 
recasting of all our society's political, economic, social, 
and cultural activities was accompanied by a value leap 
in the area of history, too, an area that had become 
dogmatic, mgidly patterned, schematic, and otherwise 
marked by flaws that in the past affected its cognitive 
and educational role and force. In his analysis at the June 
1988 working meeting with the basic aktiv and cadres in 
Organizational and political-ideological areas, our party 
and state leader particularly stressed that one of the 
components of the rejuvenating process launched by the 
communist forum in 1965 was an intensive struggle 
against “the very dangerous trend that had at a certain 
pornt asserted itself and that went as far as to even deny 
our people's millenary past and history and the character 
of the Romanian language, a nihilistic, cosmopolitic, and 
servile attitude of subservience to everything that was 
foreign, devoid of patnotism and revolutionary spint.” 
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Through his vast and bold creative work, Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu earned the great merit of having 
restored to the Romanian nation its real history, as it had 
been forged by the forefathers, liberated from the dead- 
weight of distortion, counterfeit, and everything that was 
alien to truth and to the progress requirements of the 
Romanian society. The party secretary general's theoret- 
ical elaborations and generalized conclusions for the first 
tume provided many scientific solutions to problems that 
were decisive for correctly understanding the history of 
the Romanian people. Concepts that in the past had been 
interpreted by our histonans in a limited way were 
fundamentally reshaped and treated in a harmonious 
and consistently scientific manner, thus eliminating sub- 
jective errors and omissions and restoring the national 
history to its legitimate nghts. Thus, as the party secre- 
lary general stressed, by climinating past negative situa- 
trons in the study and writing of history, “we have 
restored to the Romanian people a sense of patnotic 
pride in and respect for their millenary past of national 
dignity, and a sense of their power and capability to 
build a new, socialist life in keeping with their wishes.” 
Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu’s monumental theoretical 
work 1s the foundation for the noteworthy results 
obtained by the Romanian history science—iike the 
results obtained in all the other areas since the ninth 
party congress—in investigating and presenting our peo- 
ple’s glorious past: it also serves to further guarantee the 
utilization of its great potential and resources for the 
objective and honest study and interpretation of the facts 
and sources, for arnving at stnctly scientific conclusions, 
and for clearly asserting histoncal truth. 


Protoundly familiar with the development of the Roma- 
mian nation, as well as of all humankind, Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu strongly highlighted that the contem- 
porary world acutely needs its history, because history 1s 
an exceptionally stimulating force for the work of 
present and future generations. Providing conclusions 
regarding the mayor processes of social development and 
of the existence of nations across time, history shows 
what was valuable, progressive, and useful for social 
progress, as well as the obstacles that delayed tie 
progress of certain nations with incalculable conse- 
quences for ail humankind. At the same time, “the 
results of historncal research,” our party and state leader 
said, “can help the contemporary world to better under- 
stand the objective laws governing society and the need 
to act in the spirit of the requirements of progress. 
Similarly, history is expected to support, by its conclu- 
sions, improvements in the organization of the present 
society, relations among siates and nations, and peacce- 
ful cooperation among all the peoples of the world.” 


Naturally, in order to fulfill its noble mission history 
must have certain characteristics that give it its well 
defined status among the social sciences. scientific 
research, and the general process of learning. Clearly 
establishing the requirements concerning the profound 
and manysided understanding of the past, Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu stressed that the study ot history must 
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“proceed from a scientific examination of social realities 
and must present the facts not according to circumstan- 
tial criteria, but the way they are, true to life. The value 
of a truly scientific history is that it presents the facts 
objectively and interprets them correctly, thus mirroring 
the self-awareness of the people and the classes, and 
incorporating the life and sruggle of the masses and the 


From that perspective, the party secretary general has 
repeatedly emphasized the great theoretical and practical 
importance of objectively studying and interpreting data 

and facts concerning the past, and coming up with 
—* scientific conclusions, because those are the 
attributes that make history an important cognitive and 
educational factor. At the same time, historical research 
must have the arguments to combat any ideas and theses 
attempting to denigrate the Romanian people and any 
tendency to minimize and distort their contribution to 
the material and cultural heritage of humankind. 
According to Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, the science of 
history must show a lofty revolutionary and combative 
spirit and must energetically and forcefully militate 
against reactionary trends and tendencies to falsify and 
distort histoncal truth and against manifestations of 
xenophilia and national nihilism, firmly promoting the 
scientific principle of respect for objective truth, life, and 
history. 


Our party secretary general's admonition to study and 
write history as it was, without oy addi- 
tions, constitutes a theoretical and methodological 
guideline that has made Romanian history science into 
not only an undeniably valuable tool for investigating 
and learning the past, but also a primary element of ail 
, theoretical, and political-educatioaai activi- 
tres. Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's work has presented 
in their true light the essential traits and decisive 
moments that contributed to building the sound founda- 
tions of the national history, beginning with the ongins 
and antiquity of the Romanian people, their native 
Origin in this ancestral hearth, and their statal tradition 
of over 2,000 years, through the forefathers’ struggles to 
preserve the nation and secure independence and polit- 
ical unity, and down to the social struggles led by the 
communist party for social freedom and justice, for the 
revolution and the new system, and for building the 
comprehensively developed socialist society and 
progress toward communism. 


One of the characteristic illustrations of Party Secretary 
General Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's concept of his- 
tory is his all-embracing and profoundly scientific 
description of the Romanian people's centuries-long 
struggle for unity and of the process of formation of the 
Romanian national united state: “The unfolding of his- 
torical events unequivocally demonstrates that the Uni- 
fication was not a chance event, the mere outcome of 
favorable circumstances or of a negotiated agreement, 
but the consequence of the determined struggle of the 
broadest masses of the people, an act of profound 
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national justice, and the achievement of a natural accord 
between objective reality and the people's inalienable 
nghts on the one hand, and the national format urgently 
required by this reality. The subsequent peace treaty 
only sanctioned the de facto situation created by the 
struggle of the Romanian and Transylvanian masses and 
by all our people.” 


Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu elaborated a particularly 
important theoretical and thesis con- 
cerning the objective need and basis for ensuring the 
unique and cohesive character of the Romanian people's 
history, designed to present all the socioeconomic 
aspects and the entire development of the society, 
instead of the detrimental method of chronological pre- 
sentation of certain events—not always the most signif- 
icant, either—taken out of the general socioeconomic 
and cuitural context. [n the party secretary general's 
view, in keeping with the principles of historical maten- 
alism and the laws governing social evolution, the his- 
tory of the Romanian people is indivisible, as indivisible 
as their homeland, i.c., the geographic, socioeconomic, 
and cultural background of their existence and develop- 
ment, and that is how it should be written. Thus, history 
as a form of social consciousness and collective memory, 
and as an expression of the people’s self-awareness must 
be, as Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu stressed at the |-2 
June 1982 plenum of the RCP Central Committee, “A 
cohesive history appropriately presenting cach stage of 
socroeconomic development, each histoncal penod, and 
the social struggles and political activities; it must 
describe, in the light of the truth backed by jacts and 
documents, both the role of the social classes and the 
people, and of the various state leaders and political, 
scientific, and cultural personalities.” This view is 
grounded in a profound understanding of the dialectics 
of social life and reflects the unremitting efforts of our 
party and its secretary general to activate the conscious 
factors in the process of building the comprehensively 
developed socialist society, and to increase our ability to 
correctly evaluate the facts that characterize the devel- 
opment of the people and the nation at a given historical 
period, the emergence and nature of various social 
movements and political organizations and parties, and 
the role they played in the fate of the Romanian people. 


Emphasizing the erroneous character and the damaging 
consequences of the view that the history of the workers 
class party was distinct from the history of the society in 
general, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu stressed the imper- 
ative need to approach the history of the revolutionary 
workers movement and of the communist party as an 
inseparable part of the fatheriand's history, the only one 
that cohesively reflects the entire development of the 
Romanian people. This means that the workers move- 
ment and its revolutionary party must be studied and 
viewed as a national force closely related to the broad 
masses, their vital interests, and the primary objectives 
of development of the Romanian society: economic 
deveiopment, solving the agranan problem, strengthen- 
ing national unity, achieving independence, building a 











freedoms for all the fatheriand’s citizens, promoting the 
participation of the Romanian state in international life 
along the lines of the ideals of international peace and 
Cooperation, and so forth. “The history of the workers 
movement and the communist party,’ Comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu specified.” is indissolubly linked to the eco- 


understand in ali its magnitude the Romanian people's 

struggle for democracy, peace, and 
and the role of the progressive forces, the 
workers class, and its party in the political life and in 
social renewal. 


Our entire party is familiar with and fully subscnbes to 
the exceptionally valuable theoretical and practical ideas 
and guidelines contained in Comrade Nicolae Ceause- 
scu's report at the April meeting of the Political Execu- 
tive Committee of the RCP Central Committee, which 
were adopted and debated as theses of a future plenum of 
the party Central Committee. With his characteristic 
precision and with noteworthy ciear-sightedness in ana- 
lyzing the processes and phenomena affecting the devel- 
opment of the society, the party secretary general and 
president of the republic, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, 
urged a marked development of the revolutionary spint 
in work, thinking, and all other areas, and admonished 
us to resolutely act against everything that is old and 
Outdated and to boldly promote what 13 new both in the 
area of the production forces, and in science, education, 
culture, and the entire socioeconomic development. 


Undoubtedly, a particularly important role along this 
line is played in contemporary Romanian society by the 
strong development of science, education, and culture 
during the socialist period, especially since the ninth 
party congress. From the dais of the third national 
chemistry congress, Comrade Academician Dr Engineer 
Elena Ceausescu, first deputy chairman of the govern- 
ment and chairman of the National Council of Scrence 
and Technology, stressed that “Our people's future is 
Closely linked to raising the general level of learning, 
training, and the development of science.” 


Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu’s work exhudes an ardent 
urging and constitutes a valuable guide for approaching 
the national history in a uniform and cohesive manner. 
This prestigious work also offers a brilliant example of 
objective treatment of the processes and facts that 
defined the development of the Romanian people and 
the decisive moments in the development of the society 


POLITICAL 


on the territory of our country. From the theoretical and 
methodological positions of dialectical and histoncal 
matenalism, and using the implacable arguments of facts 
and of revolutionary activities and struggle in a strictly 
scientific presentation, the party secretary general gave 
us the precise means of the development 
of the Romanian people as a uniform and uninterrupted 
process on this land, a development anchored in conti- 
nuity, freedom, social justice, unity, and independence. 


By restoring its legitimate mghts to our national history, 
Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu restored to Romania's pasi 
its true substance. He achieved that by highlighting the 
role and contribution of the various social forces at 
vanous moments and penods to ensuring the country's 
advance along the path of progress and civilization. The 
comprehensive analyses made under the impact of the 
penetrating and innovative thinking of the party secre- 
tary general have demonstrated the decisive role of 
domestic factors and of the Romanian people in their 
development across time. That has permitted us to 
finally eliminate the pseudoscrentific, iaconsistent, and 
detrimental views that attnbuted to foreign factors the 
success of important events in our history, thus unac- 
ceptably detracting from the significance of the struggic 
of progressive Romanian social forces. One of the basic 
ideas of this historic development is that the masses 
played and continue to play the decisive role in the 
forging of history. For centuries the masses stood up 
firmly against invaders and saved our national and statal 
existence, which was the solid foundation of the struggle 
for the tnumph of our people's supreme ideals. Aside 
from great political leaders and noteworthy scholars, 
brilliant army commanders came up from among the 
masses, commanders who proved their mastery in major 
battles in which strong invading armies, led by proud 
commanders eager to dominate and oppress other 
nations, suffered a resounding defeat. These tnumphs 
have been forever enshrined in the heritage of our 
people's struggle for freedom and independence and 
have been given a place of honor in world history. 


Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's work presents in its true 
scope the role played by the peasantry in our national 
history, as weil as the fact that the peasantry was for 
centunes the backbone of Romanian history, a history 
that constitutes the very life and existence of the Roma- 
man people. For centunes the peasantry was an essential 
factor both for producing the matena! assets of the 
society and for the socioeconomic development of the 
country, and for preserving and developing the language. 
customs, national folklore, for ennching the Romaman 
culture, and for preserving unchanged the great qualities 
of the Romanain people. The peasantry asserted itself as 
the decisive factor in the struggles that the people had to 
wage to develop and safeguard their existence, to shed 
the yoke of foreign domination and win independence. 
and for the integnty of the fatherland. Highhghting this 
truth, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu stressed that the 
peasantry, for a long time the bearer of the aspirations 
for independence and of the sense of natronal dignity, 
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comprehensive analysis of the role played by the workers _ fertile soil of a glorious millenary past. The founder of 
class and its organized revolutionary struggles, and of its our new country and Romania's first 
ee Cie, te tin nae cin rade Nicolae Ceausescu maps out, with perfect 
tions,” Comrade Nicolae stated, “was elevated ꝛightedness and revolutionary spint, the path of Roma- 
by the workers movement and the Communist Party--the nia s history, in which the past brilliantly echoes its great 
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adherence to the cause of socialism, immutable determi- 
nation to implement the party's program on building the 
comprehensively developed socialist society and Roma- 
In view of the cognitive and educational-intentional value nia's progress toward communism, and their determina- 
of history, our party and its secretary general place it at the «tion to freely and sovereignty fulfill their destinies led by 
foundation of the political-ideological efforts to develop ihe personality whose life is one with Romania's glonous 


the socialist consciousness, patriotism, and revolutionary Contemporary history. Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu. 
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socialism and communism.” crossroads of socialist development. Economic and 
social collapse and the almost complete ineffectiveness 
Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's work convincingly sub- ol the political system, a situation in which fratricidal 
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toward establishment of direct and general influence of 
the voters, individual and public accountability at all 
levels... We favor a Yugoslavia which will be internally 
integrated, but also an equal partner in European and 
worldwide processes of linkage; a Yugoslavia whose 
present will be worth the price of its mch historical past: 
a Yugoslavia which will be an example of constructive 
socialist developments, not a black spot on the geo- 
graphic map of world development; a Yugoslavia which 
is a federation of equal nationalities and ethnic minor- 
ties, which are historically bound together by a decision 
to band together, recognizing the individuality of indi- 
viduals as well as the separate identity of the nationali- 
ties and ethnic minorities. We favor a Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia that exemplifies understanding, 
progress, and democracy. Reason has prevailed in the 
gravest periods of our history. We signed this appeal out 
of a conviction that it must now prevail once again.” 


That document was signed in late September by young 
activists of the SSOJ Presidium, headed by the Slovene- 
Slavonian Branko Greganovic, a student at the School of 
Economics in Maribor who hed completed the course 
work for his degree, but not the final examinations. 


For Greganovic and a majority of those young politi- 
cians, the 17th meeting, which followed the Appeal, 
prodably did not bring anything significant. Some 20 
days after the Appeal, Greganovic was a guest at the 17th 
Meeting of the LCY Central Committee. In the days that 
have passed since that time, there has been a great deal of 
talk about his speech. Most people agree that Greganovic 
delivered a deserved lecture to the members of the LCY 
Central Committee. There is evidence that that was 
actually the case if one looked at the faces of the party 
elite during the television broadcast while Greganovic 
was delivering the message from young people. 


Although he was very ingratiating in his introduction 
(“that is an clement of political sophistication,” Eranko 
says), in his speech he bombarded many older colleagues 
unaccustomed to listening to presentations in which the 
ideas are so clear and unqualified and a discourse in 
which specific proposals are presented for reflection. 
Greganovic paid hardly any mind to the conventional 
party langue de bois. 


In another time, this style would have earned Gregano- 
vic harsh reproaches and he would have been subjected 
to “full scale” attacks. 


Born in Celje in 1962, he had wanted to go to the 
Academy of Music and to become a conductor. As I said, 
he entered politics unofficially when in April 1984 he 
became managing editor of KATEDRA in Maribor. 
Officially, this occurred a year later, when he was elected 
president of the University Conference of the SSOS 
[Socialist Youth League of Slovenia}. Although he 
appears to operate too “smoothly” and “ingenuously,” 
he has a way of demonstrating that he is politically tough 
and has “politics in his blood.” The last illustration that 
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he is after all a “hard nut” was the scenario of the 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of commencement of 
construction of the Brotherhood-Unity Highway, held a 
few days ago in Sremska Mitrovica. 


TV Belgrade devoted only a few frames of its Saturday 
newscast to this event, which had a significant symbolic 
charge, and it was clear that something sirange had 
happened that day. Witnesses say that there were pres- 
sures on Greganovic to turn the celebration into yet 
another rally to demonstrate solidarity with the Kosovo 
people, but that he did not give in nor depart from the 
scenario previously agreed to. Nor did Greganovic man- 
age to catch any of the numerous official buses and cars 
in which the guests came to Sremska Mitrovica, and he 
had to hitch a ride back to Belgrade. Probably this was 
supposed to be the punishment for his firm stand. 
Greganovic did not in any case want to talk about that, 
but a few days ago on the 23d story of the building for 
political organizations in New Belgrade we heard how 
Certain people from Belgrade did treat this young Slo- 
vene in an unheard of way in Sremska Mitrovica. 


After his speech at the 17th meeting, the temporary 
political official in Belgrade from Slovenia became a 
favorite in the capital, the heartthrob of young Belgrade 
girls, who are really not very much interested in politics 
and meetings. This certainly could be an indicative 
elerment for Greganovic if he ever achieves his idea of 
organizing free elections. 


START: Try to make up a satisfactory Yugoslav political 
and government team, including the parliament, of 
course. 


Greganovic: At this point, in Yugoslavia it is not a 
question of individuals, but a question of opening up 
space for those particular individuals and for their 
competition. On the present political scene, with due 
respect for the problem of concreteness, | do not see 
people at the moment who could win my confidence, for 
whom I personally would cast my vote. It is a defect of 
this kind of politics that no one in this country has the 
right to articulate a political position. We are all gov- 
erned by some program, a program from the party or 
from something else. And as soon as someone begins to 
articulate in political terms, he is cut down. But politics 
is different. This is not creativity, but promotion. We 
need people with different characteristics who will 
assemble around them experts, creaiors, and so on, but 
they themselves are promoters. Sometimes it is all just 
an accident when an able man gathers the best people 
around him and offers us a program. After ail, it is only 
on the basis of programs that decisions can be made 
about these people. It is no criterion that I like them or 
that under present political conditions they have quar- 
reled with someone whom I do not like. Nor is it a 
criterion for political competition thet someone has now 
written a good book. After all, politics is a particular 
moment in history, a reality in which something should 
be offered. | am afraid that this country actually can be 
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led out of the crisis, as it has heen nicely said, only by 
those who are departing. Really, after all, who is staying 
in this country, who is remaining in office in this 
country? I would say, for example, that nothing can be 
done; myself I feel politically impotent, since | am an 
integral part of an impotent politics. This severely 
restricts me. The last time even my collaborators 
reproached me for having said that I am constantly 
halfway to resigning, but that is the way it is. And really, 
who is staying in this country? Those who are satisfied 
with leveling, who are satisfied with meetings that last 3 
days, who think that politics can be conducted at 0500 
hours, that consensus is when a minority terrorizes the 
majority, who are afraid of any European initiative 
under a philosophy of quasi-nonalignment, who are 
afraid to open up this market to intelligent people lest 
every factory spend too much for entertainment, those 
who think that social welfare cards are long-term solu- 
tions, those who banned the import of foreign literature, 
the import of foreign computers and data pricessing 
equipment, those who in all those years have not even 
created a statistical system for Yugoslavia, so that we do 
not even know how many of us there are, nor what we are 
doing, much less do something with those things; those 
who organized our telephone system so that you cannot 
get a call through to anyone, as though we are living in 
the last century; those who have no agility 5— so 
that the train from Ljubljana to Belgrade goes 
than it did before the war, aon as tanh Graal 
federai units to the point of bankruptcy. 


START: And no one is calling them to account for that 
at all... 


Greganovic: No one, they sit in the Central Committee, 
they come out in favor of the armed forces, they say 
“that this has to be accepted,” when their republic has 
burst and literally gone bankrupt. And now they are 
counting on the support of the armed forces. This does 
not bother any of those who are sitting up there. Will 
they carry out those changes that have been announced? 
It may sound swell-headed, but I reaily wonder what | 
am doing among them at all. It is really very difficult to 
live this way, in this everyday uncertainty, 


START: The sarcastically inclined would ask you how 
you would do without your excellent salary? 


Greganovic: It really is not a question of salary. We have 
here the data and examples about un. versity assistants. 
Their salaries are very low, but the analyses show that 
this does not bother them excessively. Salary comes in 
only fifth or sixth place. Many of them, of course, have 
left the country, but those who have stayed, when asked 
a direct question about their salary, reply: “It is all right. 
It is low, that is true, but I am still able to work.” It is not 
a question of the salary, and if I stay, it will not be 
because of the salary. Nor is the salary why I came in the 


first place. 
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START: The crowning paradox was when after the 3 
days of the 17th mecting, | saw mainly the same faces 
from the Central Committee in the session of the Assem- 
bly. 


Greganovic: The highest officials of this Federation have 
been assuring me that the Assembly is weak Ddecause 
party officials are not sitting in it. The top officials of the 
Federation have been assuring me that social welfare 
cards are a long-term solution. They say that they have 
social welfare cards even in America. Yet they have 
never even heard of the English term married goods. Nor 
do they know about channeled expenditure in the most 
threatened social strata where certain other patterns of 
life prevail. What does the paternalism of the state mean 
in this context? They say in this context that in America 
they have food stamps, which is our equivalent of social 
welfare cards. That is the level of our politics, and one 
should be aware of it. There are more problems in the 
Federation with ordinary translation of texts than with 
anything else. Don't even think about conceptual out- 
lines for development! Attempts are constantly made to 
articulate this as a conflict between differing concep- 
tions, but actually the conflict is between one ignorance 
and another ignorance. 


START: Intellectual pauperization? 
Greganovic: Yes, it is intellectual poverty. 


START: That position might be an element in a diagno- 
sis of our crisis. What are its other characteristics? 


Greganovic: There are three main causes of the crisis. 
First, the intellectual poverty, in the sense of a vulgarized 
ideology, a vulgarized economics. The second is the 
material poverty, along with which we still have an 
illiteracy rate of about 10 percent and countless semili- 
terates. Just think, we still have immense areas without 
electricity. For example, during the Olympics in Sara- 
jevo, when the people from the Austrian ORF went to a 
village that did not have electricity, they called it foreign 
propaganda. And the third is the lack of a pluralistic 
conception, as can clearly be seen in a system that does 
not have the basic democratic institutions, those institu- 
tions which make it possible to regulate and balance 
Certain situations without imposing authority. 


START: How would you answer the frequent argument 
that the only real culprit to blame for the crisis is in the 
end the LC, since in the one-party system that we have 
had for 4 decades it has been the only creator and 
executor of policy? 


Greganovic: That argument is essentially invalid, since it 
takes two to tango. It is not the right category to speak of 
the people here. There is the saving that “the people has 
the government it deserves.” Nevertheless, even many 
people outside the party have gained their place and 
space. That is what I was talking about when I discussed 
pressures: drawing the line to distinguish pressures like 
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deceptions, corruption, or threats from political discus- 
sions, interests, and so on. And in that area of political 
interests and discussions, take me as an example, I am 
always the person who decides what I will accept. And in 
this context it makes no sense to talk about transmission 
belts and the absolute fault of the LC. And the fact that 
the party membership all those years stood and still 
stands on the positions of democratic centralism as an 
institution through which the authority of the party is 
wielded, that is for the party to debate. I agree with that. 
But there are also others to be asked why they did not 
speak up. So, that argument is rather oversimplified. 
Always in the background of such discussions is the 
premise that our system is a good one, that mistakes in 
the system cannot be recognized, but rather it is the 
shameless behavior of certain individuals imposing cer- 
tain interests of their own. But we have several institu- 
tions in the system that 'egalize such activities and even 
make them obligatory. ‘We have talked about restricting 
certain expenditures. The Constitution provides that 
someone may restrict the disposition of social resources 
at some point. Nothing more than that. Accountability 
does not exist as an institution. There are no votes of 
confidence. There are no direct public elections. You do 
not have straightforward relations between the civilian 
and military structures. Just let us try today to nominate 
a Civilian secretary of national defense, when under the 
law the committees for nationwide defense and social 
self-protection are attached to the party. As they say, 
“the system is a good one.” Presumably, the people 
should change it! We are not familiar with the term 
investment, but only credit financing. After all, when 
you invest resources somewhere else, you are entitled 
only to get them back, and that is credit, not investment. 
We have not gone far enough for profit to be the 
objective, but on a world scale profit is no longer the only 
objective in business policy, in business philosophy. The 
general objective is the development and reputation of 
the enterprise as an entity. But profit is a necessary thing. 
Profit is not the objective, it is the consequence. It is 
taken for granted and maintained as such within certain 
limits. It has already been demonstrated in the rest of the 
world that in business policy, after the monitoring sys- 
tem of management was abolished in certain modern 
economies, that philosophy is the cohesive element of 
any organism. The basic principle is to recognize indi- 
viduality, individual initiative. These are the principles 
that give an enterprise cohesion. How can the transna- 
tionals conduct their business effectively? They can 
conduct their business only as an entity consisting of 
Organisms operating independently with the same objec- 
tive, the same principles and philosophy. But completely 
autonomous. 


START: And where does Yugoslavia fit in? How many 
years are we behind, 20 or is it 50 now? 


Greganovic: Not only are we 50 years behind, we are not 
anywhere, which is precisely the problem. We are hang- 
ing somewhere in the air, in some galaxy. We look at 
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everything around us with a certain suspicion because of 
some “specific character” it has of its own. This is 
narcistic voluntarism. 


START: What was your reaction and comment on the 
decision for us to be host to the next summit meeting of 
the nonaligned? 


Greganovic: It will be interesting. That movement will 
have more chairmen over the next 3 years than in its 
entire history. | think that that money could have been 
invested more intelligently. 


START: It is said that those costs will be covered. 


Greganovic: They will be covered, of course they will. 
The bills will be paid. But from which and whose pocket? 
This is a question for opportunity analysis: Could we 
have invested that money somewhere more produc- 
tively, with a greater benefit? It is a question of the 
country’s conceptual outline for development. Will the 
country be the first among the stragglers or will it be at 
least at the tail end of those which are advanced? It is an 
anachronism for a country in Europe to have declared 
with so much excitement—although here there are dif- 
fering reports on how it occurred—and with such cere- 
mony that it belongs to the movement of the nonaligned, 
when it is absolutely bankrupt when it comes to Euro- 
pean initiatives. | would understand this if there had 
been a clear policy toward the developed countries, a 
clear policy of orientation toward Europe, toward the 
world; then I wou!d have nothing against a clear policy 
toward the underdeveloped, especially toward the non- 
aligned. 


START: You feel that a strategic orientation toward 
Europe would have been more beneficial to Yugoslavia 
than an orientation toward the nonaligned, for example, 
toward the Arab world? 


Greganovic: It is not a question of either/or. The prob- 
lem is that the latter is missing—a European strategy. | 
think that we have much more to gain from an active 
participation among the nonaligned, but not without an 
active position among the advanced countries. I think 
that the Council for Europe has recently provided evi- 
dence that this can be achieved. It has been fighting to 
open up the European Community, to open up 
“Eureka,” to open “Erasmus.” In the end, the Council 
for Europe is the one that gave this country a resolution 
of support. It is actually through it that we have been 
conducting a European policy, whether anyone admits it 
or not. Those European institutions are offering support 
in a specific resolution, you understand? Here is an 
example. Last year, we signed the “European Cultural 
Convention” and ratified it the same year. That docu- 
ment gave us voting rights in all the committees of 
experts for culture, athletics, and youth. We are active 
participants. We were invited to the conference of min- 
isters of the European Youth Council in Oslo. Since we 
have special status, they pay for our people, one or two, 
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the costs of their travel and their stay in Strassburg. This 
is all being done by the European Youth Foundation and 
the European Youth Center associated with the Council 
for Europe. We have the right to compete, but they have 
a practical interest and have been financing those Euro- 
pean projects. Last year, the Council for Europe financed 
four or five projects in Yugoslavia. And again we send 
there people who do not even know the language...and 
that is the kind of reputation they are building for us. 


START: We have even sent ambassadors who do not 
know the respective languages. 


Greganovic: And we are still sending them! We are 
sending specialists on the Middie East to South America! 
It boggles the mind. But there you have it. And when the 
day comes that I leave, I will say: “Of course, you did not 
Stay with it, you let up.” So on whose behalf? I get lost in 
these dumb papers, I have no time to read a book. 


START: How much of this material do you have to read 
every day? 


Greganovic: Oh, I don’t read any of that. It is better to 
read a book like this: Shultz’s “Investment in People.” 
Published by Cikade. 


START: It seems to me that that book requires a great 
deal of knowledge. 


Greganovic: To read it, one must know the theory of 
value as utility. But in vulgar fashion we still stand on the 
positions of the labor theory of value. The book talks 
about human capital, about investing in health care, in 
education, about the problems of the heterogeneity of 
capital, about the homogeneity of capital, about prob- 
lems of utility. Just imagine, in our country labor is the 
alpha and omega of everything. But in the field of theory, 
utility was overcome before the thirties. The criticism of 
Joan Robinson is brilliant; | quoted her in an introduc- 
tory address; she criticizes both the theory of value as 
utility as weil as the labor theory of value. 


START: You would probably recommend some of these 
books to members of the LCY Central Committee. To 
some, because of “gaps in their knowledge,” and to 
others, because of the difficulties in obtaining such books 
since the importation of literature has been frustrated. 


Greganovic: What kind of people are they, tell me, who 
can ban imports of foreign literature? Do they read that 
literature? No, they don’t! But they are running this 
country! And what knowledge did they actually have in 
conducting this policy of theirs? 


START: What ideas would you cali to the attention of 
this country’s leaders? 


Greganovic: First, there are the ideas of knowledge as a 
factor of production, the market for ideas and abilities. 
Then the importance of the infrastructure as a category 
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in development. Recently, the communications infra- 
structure. If you have the technology today, you can 
enter any American data bank, you can use it like a 
native. And then, in theory that notion of the labor 
theory of value has to be overcome with criticism. That 
iS a necessity to the economic philosophy on which the 
economic system is built. Then abandon the policy and 
philosophy of full employment. Separate economic pol- 
icy entirely from social welfare policy. Statistics is 
another big problem in our country. For instance, we 
spend so much time talking about Kosovo, but we have 
no idea how many have been imprisoned, how many 
have been sentenced, nor where they are at present. The 
land records are in utter ruin, we do not know even who 
owns the land. That is our state of affairs all over 
Yugoslavia. And we intend to resolve the situation in 
Kosovo! 


START: What do you think about the arrest of the kids 
in Kosovo, back in 1981, while the “masterminds” walk 
about freely? 


Greganovic: That is the voluntarism which has gotten 
even into security methods, and that applies across the 
board. And they also punished those poor Italians in 
Split at the games. They had made a banner, they were 
probably Italian radicals, reading “Yugoslavia in the 
Common Market,” but let me go on about statistics. A 
friend told me that he never felt so bad as when the 
World Bank came here. They asked him for some data 
from the Statistical Yearbook, and they told him: “Look, 
if you have this table and this one here, you can 
immediately make this table. Why do you not have a 
table of expenditure by purpose? That is very important. 
Nevertheless, | am unable to make up the entire table, 
since I lack one figure from Yugoslavia.” My colleague 
answered him: “Wait, I will call my secretary, and she 
will go to our bookstore and bring you the figure.” And 
the latter said: “No, no. Give me the telephone.” And he 
pulled out his pocket PC, plugged it into the telephone, 
entered the American data bank, found the figure, and in 
2 minutes he got what the secretary would have had 
difficulty finding in the bookstore so quickly. And I hear 
stories here in the building of the Central Committee in 
Belgrade that “if we go beyond some nominal anchor, it 
must not go any further than us, so that the IMF does not 
find out.” And just imagine, they have all of our data and 
our publications and our statistics within 2 weeks, and in 
25 days it has all been processed by computer. Who do 
we think we are fooling? Imagine, to conceal that we 
have exceeded the nominal anchor, get out of here! You 
are putting me on! My colleague said that after that he 
would rather have gone home to tear up his dipioma and 
gotten a job cleaning the streets. He cannot even get a 
PC, but today that machine has a minimal cost outside 
of the country. Those stupidities one encounters in his 
work are more than a man can stand. To compound the 
tragedy, you say something that attracts attention, and 
then they pat you on the back. I would rather tell them 
where to go when they pat me on the back. Where does 
their patting me on the back get me, and what ultimately 
does this country get from it? 
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START: Could you turn the SSOJ into a kind of knowl- 
edge headquarters, a command headquarters for soft- 
ware? 


Greganovic: A year ago, the ZOTKA Factory in Slove- 
nia—they are making IBM PC clones—offered a project 
for computerizing our floor. And these people refused it. 
We don’t need that! There was one computer on the 
floor, and no one even knew how to use it, so that the guy 
who brought it took it away. Now once again we are 
trying to find some computers and to do something. And 
what is happening? I prove myself concerning certain 
elementary things, and then I lose a great deal myseif, I 
do not make progress, I do not keep up with what is 
going on in the world, there are new things that I do not 
know. No one realizes how really necessary that is. And 
here we are going back to banning the importation of 
foreign literature. I mean, just think of it! In a state of 
total crisis and depression, you ban those imports. There 
is nothing more that can be said about such things, it is 
a tragedy. Whe vou string those facts together, you can 
stop talking about outlined conceptions of development, 
about ideological differences, about disunity or unity. 
And then you see the statement: 8:0 in favor of Yugosla- 


via. A tragedy! 


START: The problem, it seems, is largely in how con- 
sensus is viewed. 


Greganovic: They have a consensus, but they do not 
know what it is. I think they put themselves utterly to 
shame, since 6:2 is an altogether relevant and suitable 
score. And why be afraid of it? This is the beginning of 
the story, not the end. And if the consensus is 6:2 or 4:4 
or 3:5 or 5:3, that is all consensus. Let us have consensus, 
but only if we all vote alike! That is not consensus, but 
nonsense. 


START: Last week, on television I watched the program 
“Jury.” I heard the figure that the director of a large 
factory employing a work force of 5,000 and exporting 
effectively to the foreign market has a salary of 80 
million old dinars. There are many physicians in health 
centers who hardly get more than 40 million old dinars. 
Why in this case would you have a salary of more than 
100 million? Although on a world scale that is poverty, 
too. Do you nevertheless have a pang of conscience 
because of others? Is this a demagogic question? 


Greganovic: It is not demagogic, and I have a salary of 
155 million. Those are figures which are public knowl- 
edge in any serious political situation. In any normal 
political system, it is clear that the politician, as a 
responsible individual in a society, in a government, 
must be well paid; otherwise you will not get a good 
politician. Those ought to be the positions which have 
the best pay, beyond all other limits, certainly in a 
system which affords direct monitoring of those individ- 
uals. And now this is where the real questions begin. The 
comrade who has a salary of 80 million in a good factory 
has it because the government decides how much he can 
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have. And that immediately brings us to the economic 
structure and to the way in which the economic and 
political system functions. But this attack on salaries has 
become transparent. It seems to me that the director of 
“Pliva” put it well when he said “if in these 40 years we 
had fought poverty as much as we have fought wealth, 
today we would be a socialist Switzerland.” But it is 
disturbing that everyone has been crossing swords over 
salaries—and that means something to them. And this 
merely conceals the lack of courage to say that individ- 
uals are not doing good work and conceals the lack of 

to pursue criticism on a higher level. It is not 
hard to attack villas and salaries, but it is difficult if one 
were to say to someone and demonstrate where and in 
what way and at what time he might do something. In 
our country, at this point that responsibility leads some- 
where between what is called objective responsibility 
and salaries and certain supposed privileges. | am not 
ashamed that | have a salary like that (155 million old 
dinars), I even think that I might even have a higher one. 
It is also a pity that the prime minister in Yugoslavia has 
a lower salary than I do. That is why we cannot expect 
that anyone with ability, who in the present market for 
knowledge and ability in the world could compete for 
thousands and thousands of dollars, would be the prime 
minister here for a measly $500. Everything is certainly 
not going to be solved with salaries, but that is one of the 
aspects in which one sees the false and hypocritical 
foundations of those assumptions. As far as I know, that 


is some philosophy of the lumpen proletariat.... 


START: What requirements would you list for an effec- 
tive present-day politician in our country, what criteria 
would he have to meet? 


Greganovic: Practically the same as elsewhere in the 
world. That means that a politician is above all a man 
who puts on the line, if I might so put it, what is most 
sacred to every man—his own name. That is why on the 
one hand he is in a good position, but on the other he is 
certainly dependent on all his collaborators. And if he as 
an individual has the right to submit his name to some 
political market, then he must also have the nght to 
choose his own collaborators, to choose the people whose 
thoughts he will be signing his name to. Why conceal 
that? That is politics. In that context, the politician in 
Yugoslavia is at the moment the person who has a world 
orientation. As for Yugoslavia, above ail in the direction 
of Europe, a person who has higher education and the 
highest education, who has a breadth not restricted by 
ideological dogmas and prejudices, a man who has 
media mobility, a man who is interesting in the media, 
who knows how to speak. Politics is a matter of promo- 
tion, it is not creativity, and the character of the politi- 
cian adapts to that. The question of how much the 
individual is in a position here to do anything is another 
matter. We might even have the best politicians at this 
moment, but the functioning of the system is utterly 
counterproductive. 


START: Why is our system stubbornly and obstinately 
more intelligent than our people? How is one to prove 
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that in the end people are more intelligent than the 
system, which, in historical terms, has largely lost the 
right to exist unchanged? 


Greganovic: I am concerned with the same question. | 
know of no arguments against it. 


START: Let us start with the example of choosing a 
president in Yugoslavia. Everyone in the world wonders 
why we cannot, say, elect a head of state for a 4-year term. 


Greganovic: There is no point. We talk about a consen- 
sus economy, and we also have a horrible system of 
consensus politics. There is nowhere in the world where 
the business executives do not agree on economic policy. 
There is nowhere where you do not have an opportunity 
as the top person to choose your own team for a certain 
period of time and to make decisions independently, 
under public oversight. We lack certain elementary dem- 
Ocratic institutions in this system, such as public and 
direct elections, such as the right to one’s own program. 
In the end, we do not even have the institution of 
democratic oversight over politics, since we do not have 
the institution of accountability. And in such a system 
you always get caught up in a vicious circle. If you want 
to change anything, you first have to agree on that 
change. And that is really hopeless at certain points. 


START: Although you sound pessimistic, you are not. 
You demonstrated your optimism both in the election of 
the Slovenian candidate to the Presidium of the Socialist 
Youth League of Slovenia and president of the Univer- 
sity Conference of the Socialist Yuuth League of Slove- 
nia. That is, you nominated yourself for those positions. 
In an imaginary “Greganovic for President” campaign, 
when you certainly wouid be an outsider candidate, what 
kind of program would you present to the public? 


Greganovic: | would emphasize the concreteness of a 
program. At this point, something of what I presented in 
the Central Committee. Since in our country the main 
issue is a problem of the system, I think that the 
executive councils are at the moment the key positions in 
this government. They should have more able people 
and larger staffs. The executive councils, the courts, and 
the assembly. | think that at this point we should rapidly 
go forward with radical change, since otherwise it is not 
possible, with the way chairmen of executive councils are 
elected, from the opstina level all the way to the federal 
level, and to open up direct public elections in that space. 
To open up in that space a competition among programs, 
to create a system which will recognize the right to a 
mandate and all that that implies, a system which will 
acknowledge that a man can bring in his entire admin- 
istration, not just his key people. I think of building some 


kind of future on that. It is not even so important which- 


program I would offer, since I hope I would be only one 
of the many programs being offered, and in direct public 
elections it is completely irrelevant whether I would win 
or someone else. After all, the system would be com- 
pletely different, I would want to guarantee that today we 
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get the man who gets the most votes, and tomorrow that 
person may depart if he has not achieved what he 
promised in his program. That is why the executive 
council, even more than the assembly, is the place at 
which something worthwhile can be changed in this 
State, but changed radically. 


START: We know that the Israelis brought down their 
record inflation from 400 percent to about 17 percent in 
a record 2 years. We, then, ought to bring down our 200 
percent, isn’t that mght? 


Greganovic: The Mexicans also brought it down. The 
president of Mexico is 37 years old and graduated from 
Harvard, and the prime minister has his doctor's degree 
from MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology). That 
is the only way it can be done. Then there are no 
prejudices and no one will say if I speak in public that | 
am narcistic. Then there are no prejudices about the pay 
a man has, but people say: “You have a small salary, but 
you are in a key position.” And that is why I spoke in the 
Central Committee about selective pay increases, pre- 
cisely in that area of the executive councils. Find the 
people, give them world-level salaries, even pay them in 
dollars. What good do the prejudices do? Give them the 
pay, for example, of a quality world-class manager. 
Include that position in the system, and let people apply 
for it. Give them a free hand, even if they fire the entire 
administration, all the way to the Federation and build a 
new one. I recently joked along these same lines— 
imagining that I had gotten into politics, and on one 
occasion it seems that | would have to get up and go to 
the assembly and say: “I will get you out of the crisis, just 
give me a full mandate to choose my collaborators, and 
give me $500,000. Budgets.” So, what is the average 
salary of a manager in America? Perhaps our photogra- 
pher Zoran [Zoran Milic] knows what it is in Canada 
(Milic answers that it is between $35,000 and $40,000). 
So, you see. For $1 million, you have here a team of 10 
people from all over the world. I would sit down like a 
secretary and pick up the telephone. That is how the 
Spaniards did it when they wrote their Constitution. 
They brought in the top-flight people from all over the 
world. But those prejudices have to be shattered. 


START: Our “glasnost” is based on a specific glasnost, a 
great deal of noise from those people who are active 
participants in creating the various incoherencies in the 
system, which at that time they did very quietly. Today, 
they are extremely brave, they are opposed to all of their 
bosses at that time, who by and large are no longer alive. 


Greganovyic: That is that hypocrisy and stupidity. In Marx, 


-the system figures as social power which is placed above 


the individual, above all in the apparatchik philosophy. It 
is based on those tiny little bureaucrats, on the hypocrisies 
that are spit out today in those rallies by those who got 
them there. They behave for all the world as though they 
had been elected in public and direct elections. 
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START: A professor in the School of Law of Belgrade 
University has calculated that there are all of 1.2 million 


bureaucrats in Yugoslavia. 

— vic: Do you realize what kind of a structure that 
is?! with that en gros. Perhaps it can be 
dealt with = by stimulating the most propulsive and 
productive centers, and at this point in this system | 
think those are the executive councils. That philosophy 
of objective blame leads to the philosophy of a wholesale 
Change, and with shovels or bulldozers we will push this 
entire building I do not know where. No. After all, you 
still have those 1.2 million who actually are the system. 


START: How do you perceive the system here on the 
job, as a day-to-day thing? 


Greganovic: I do, of course, feel it here at work. I could 
speak in the Central Committee 100 times, and my 
people, without my knowiedge, send off a man to the 
Council for Europe who does not know, the language at 
all. Even though they know of my attitude toward the 
Council for Europe. 


START: What has actually been happening in this build- 
ing of the Central Committee after your speech at the 
17th meeting? 


Greganovic: Well, they have been patting me on the back. 
Of course, some of that patting on the back is well 
intentioned, some people are aware. But the tragedy is that 
it ends there. At the same time, while 3 months ago | was 
completely unknown in Belgrade, people now come up to 
me in the street and stop me because of two speeches. One 
also sees here some hope on the part of these people, a 
readiness to do something. But what are we debating 
today? Whether, with all this ruckus, the city streets in 
Belgrade are any cleaner? Is the supply in Belgrade any 
better? Are our trains more on schedule? I think that this 
recent rail tragedy has shown where we are. In Viasotinci, 
for example, people warned many years ago that some- 
thing should be done, and now it seems everyone is ready. 
Our monopolists in Vojvodina, in whose interest it is to 
have little peasants whom they can rule, since they have 
divided up Vojvodina, are making it impossible for us to 
do away with the maximum landholding because of that 
agreed policy. The problem is always that we have to 
Change the philosophy. No one consents to Smith's thesis 
pat gee th Fe apt paabe 
institutions, entrepreneurial say, in the economic 
field. After all, as soon as you get into the cost structure, 
and you restrict certain expenditures, who is going to feel 
responsidle for business policy? You go off to the party 
secretary and reach an understanding with him. What kind 
of market is that?! When you do not dare to spend any 
more for entertainment than, say, 150 percent of what it 
was last year. Even though people know that entertainment 
is a significant element in business policy. For a deal worth 
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$2 million, you have to spend a few thousand dollars on 
entertainment. If you cannot get the job, you do not 
depend on the market, but on the party secretary. End of 
story. 


START: What without reservation would you apply in 
socialism and add from the numerous achievements that 
capitalism has today? 


Greganovic: Our political language is very nasty. What 
actually is capitalism and socialism? In this area, l might 
call myself more a functionalist. l once said in a conver- 
sation, with extreme cynicism: If with changes we could 
get higher salaries, lower taxes, cleaner streets, faster 
trains, and a well-organized infrastructure, | would not 
worry about who was going to give what name to that 
ideology. In America today, only one-fifth of income 
comes from ownership, and four-fifths from what is 
called work in our sense. So where is the capitalism? In 
Italy, the state owns 55 percent of the capital. And in our 
country there are all kinds of mortgages, mortgages to 

vulgar Marxism. And what would I apply here? | would 
take entrepreneurial freedom, which means that every- 
one has the right to try to solve his problems himself. | 
certainly would take over all the basic democratic insti- 
tutions and also the philosophy of the parliament, and 
then the conception of the state as the producer of public 
goods, not as some kind of ideological or other kind of 
arbiter who is so worned about its citizens that it 
concerns itself even with their most intimate affairs. 


START: One Western diplomat recently told me about a 
visit that Jacques Delors, the well-known French politi- 
cian and president of the European Community, once 
paid to Yugoslavia. Delors is also well-known as a top 
expert on what we timidly refer to as “small business.” 
Supposedly, at that time our country was not talking 
about small business at all, in which the European 
Community probably could have helped us greatly. 
There is an obvious fear on the part of our official 
ideology of “veering to capitalism.” Even though it is 
only a question of the possibility of creating jobs for 
100,000 people. 


Greganovic: Maybe that is the case, | am more and more 
inclined to believe it. I see who those people are. But that 
“small business,” that is our own construct. What is 
small business? That is a phrase invented by those with 
ideological prejudices, since they do not dare to use the 
word enterprise, much less private enterprise. They say 
“small business,” and then they cram everything in it bit 
by bit. And it is clear that in the world at large the 
concentration of capital is essentially no longer possible 
in partnerships, but rather the move is to Corporations. 
Then let the government have its initial budget, let it buy 
up shares if it wants to control those things. 


START; But what about the LC, which is in danger of 
losing its monopoly, since it is Not easy to lead someone 
who only pays his tax to the government? 
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Greganovic: The party is too narrow a term, this is 
already a bureaucratic structure. But that is how it is. For 
whom in such a case is it going to act as the arbiter in 
what is called politics? It will have to work, since it is 
well-known what its functions are. 


START: Even in such a situation there cannot be 
160,000 official automobiles, since the number of 
important people in the government is much smaller 
than that number. I hope that you are not one of those 
who look on a drastic reduction of undeserved privileges 
as demagogy. 


vic: No, it is not demagogy. But just look how 
we with this. They propose, say, 20 percent fewer 
automobiles. It is not a matter of automodiles, it is the 
philosophy which created those automobiles in the first 
place: so that some bureaucrat, even the very smallest, 
pow Merge By: Bay Re age But there is also the 
neglect of the individual; we will have to come back to 
this again, there has been enough “power of the working 
Class,” when the working class is faring the worst in this 
country. And then those same politicians, who appealed 
to that class 40 years ago, wonder why they are out in the 
street. That is the absolute limit of bureaucratic cyni- 
cism. In the style of “go back to the factories so that we 
can have an opportunity to talk about it there.” How can 
they go back to the factories, how can a man live with a 
salary of 10 or 15 million old dinars? 


START: I have the feeling in talking to your generation 
and the still younger generation how little people know 
about certain of our historical figures and how little 
those figures mean to them, so that these present top 
officials of ours also mean little to them. These people 
hi do not interest them—from Djilas, whom your 
KATEDRA published at one time, including Rankovic 
and others. Is that a good “picture” of the generation? 


Greganovic: It is accurate. That is why back when the 
interview with Djilas was published in KATEDRA, I 
told Tanjug that there was nothing strange about it, he 
was a citizen of this country, what can I do about him? 
And they didn’t even give him a passport. Give us a 
break, man, who is getting even with whom and in whose 
name? But these people whom you mention are relevant 
as historical figures, as a reflection of a point in history 
about which we know practically nothing. Which we 
know about only from stories about the good guys and 
the bad guys. Which we know about only through some 
kind of 1 ical gloss, if you know what I mean. As 
such, they are important. But how about when we open 
those archives? And we have examples of Djilas and 
Rankovich being erased from photographs. Why? Why 
are we afraid of our own past? In glorifying our past, we 
Only prove our fear of it, nothing else. We are laden down 
by the past. 


—8 Young people presumably are not laden down 
with it? 


power, who came to power and were in power in all those 
years, they are the ones laden down by the past. They 
have all kinds of mortgages. Today, we are witnesses to a 
politics which is building its political identity precisely 
on those mortgages. And on nothing else. 


START: If we take the people in power now as mostly a 
generation of grandchildren, then your generation is 
already a generation of Tito’s great-grandchildren. But 
its essential defining characteristic is that it is the gener- 
ation of chips and computers. That is what the ones 
ahead of them never were. That is for me the greatest 
qualitative difference, since it brings with it a completely 
new speech, a new mentality, and different interests. 


Greganovic: And those are all the people who are leaving 
the country. Entire classes of Belgrade University are 
leaving for the West. And who is staying? 


START: Why is there no significant effort at all on the 
part of the SSOJ to do something about that, to change 
something, to halt the terrible drain of educated people? 
Here is my colleague, a who arrived this 
year from Canada, where he has lived since the age of 2, 
and it has never been clear to him what the purpose of 
your Organization was. Who do you actually represent 
today? Who are you? That is a question which many 
other Yugosiavs would also be glad to put to you. 


Greganovic: Let us not tell lies, the youth organization is 
structured in the same way as all the other organizations, 
as a general authority, if 1 can call it that. Actually, it is 
a general side road leading nowhere. | do not know how 
to put it, the Slovene word is zmeda [confusion}. And 
now we are supposed to be behaving in the name of the 
young generation? What are we? I do not know. The 
prodiem is that I do not know how to do it differently, 
although I speak differently. Because of the principle of 
agreed policy, even my closest collaborators think quite 
differently from me on a particular issue. Which is not to 
say that I am more capable, but that this objectively 
diminishes the effectiveness and flexibility of our action. 


START: Young personnel in a youth organization are 
well known for not making “wrong moves” very often, 
nor are they issued “yellow cards,” they are very mindful 
of their future and political advancement. 


Greganovic: Yes, but the question is which future? Is it a 
future among party secretaries or a future in an able 
government? But, when all is said and done, I also worry 
about my future. I am not naive either! 


START: Recently, people have begun to talk a great deal 
about Josip Broz Tito once again. 
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Greganovic: The discussion of Tito, | intentionally say 
Tito, not Josip Broz, is one of the key areas for overcom- 
ing Our situation today. Unfortunately, those questions 
are the concern of people who do not want certain 
matters to be cleared up, do not want the archives 
opened, and do not want us to cease being afraid of that 
past, but hope to win certain political points. These petty 
interests in dealing with Tito are utterly counterproduc- 
tive for the discussion which we absolutely need. We 
need an . Civilized, and straightforward discussion 
of Tito. After all, on the one hand there are demands for 
a new Tito, while on the other there are demands for a 
collective Tito. And both situations are stupid, since 
there is only one Tito, and let us sit down, comrades, and 
Start to talk. He also lived in a time that was different 
from this one. 


x ART: His successors held a meeting lasting all of 3 
ys. 


Greganovic: The Central Committee was in session for 3 
days. Why? For 3 days, our system came to a halt, since 
half of the Assembly, the entire SFRY State Presidency, 
and some 15 directors of companies are sitting there. 
Everyone is watching television, and no one is doing 
anything. Everyone is waiting for something to happen. 
But what, my good people, is going to happen? We will 

ee 

u 


START: How do you personally feel in all this? 


Greganovic: A man cannot allow himself not to be 
useful. My ambitions do not have to do with my personal 
advancement, but with letting me do something. And if 
I make a mistake, let me leave, but give me a chance to 
try. The right to make a mistake, for instance, is a thing 
which is unknown to this system, especially the right to a 
political mistake, which in our country is just a question 
of ideological loyalty, of loyalty to the authority. In the 
rest of the world, the biggest factories go after politicians 
who have lost confidence. In Yugoslavia, a neighbor will 
spit in his own face for those 40 years when he had no 
One to spit at, much less some factory giving him a job. 
I no longer get my bearings. These are all some attempts 
at partial rationalization in the global state of irrational- 
ity. So I say something in the Central Committee, and 
they pat me on the back, and Bucin praises me, and I am 
going along the road, and people reach out their hands. 
what is this? And what can I do? Nothing! 


START: Do you in the SSOJ, or at least in some group 
within the organization, have any kind of proposal, 
vision for Yugosiavia's inclusion in Europe? 


Greganovic: I see the solution in becoming a member of 
the Council for Europe. Ideological prejudices are the 
only obstacle. They say: we are a nonaligned country. So 
what, so is Cyprus.... Truly, we are no longer aligned 
anywhere. There is no longer anyone anywhere who 
would want to align us. Well, the EFTA would offer us 
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concessions, but for our part we would have to offer 
them counterconcessions. But no. We will not grant 
them concessions. And talks about that are taking place 
now. The prejudices will never be eliminated until we 
bring in people who do not have those prejudices. The 
major issue is exactly why in Yugoslavia people with 
prejudices are sitting in the key positions? Let the people 
sitting in those positions be only those who are against 
the Council for Europe, or let them be all in favor of the 
Council for Europe, but not both, so that things are 
always mixed up. We have a constitutional commission, 
or a commission for the economic reform, and the 
members include economists from at least a dozen 
schools of economics. Why is that? You have to choose 
one school of economics. That guarantees consistency in 
policy. Fine, choose the monetarists, or any others, it 
makes no difference. And if it turns out to be wrong 
tomorrow, get him out of there. When Reagan was 
changing his economic adviser, he changed the school. 
But we lump everything together: representatives of the 
income school, and the profit school, and the most 
vulgar Marxists and politicians with and without knowl- 
edge—we lump all this together in the Commission for 
the Economic Reform, and so now we play the game of 
economic reform. And look at the results (he brings me a 
fat document)... Instead of the Law on Associated 
Labor, which has 200 articles we will have 3 laws with 
600 articles. “Draft Law on Foreign Commerce,” man, 
look at it! 


START: What do you think about Kardelj's law on 
associated labor? 


Greganovic: It has not really performed well. But, jokes 
aside, Kardelj approaches the Soviet model in the way 
that Marx approached Hegel. He is said to have turned it 
on its head. The planning system is the heart of it. In the 
USSR, the plan starts at the top and goes down, and 
Kardelj turned that around, and he said that the plans 
would be created down below and then they would be 
reconciled. This is a source of conflicts which was not 
recognized, and that is absurd. Two competing factories 
cannot have plans reconciled at the level of the opstina. 
That is not done anywhere. What is the plan? After all, 
planning in the form of forecasting is a normal business 
function and you need that in any market, whether the 
government orders you to do it or not. 


START: The speeches of our generals have had a 
response in the public. Did they surprise you? 


Greganovic: They did not surprise me. As for economic 
and political factors, the armed forces are never a step 
backward. They are always, if | may so put it, put in the 
position of self-defense only when certain traditional 
ideas they have about themselves are in jeopardy. It is 
interesting that they are actually rather liberal. | must say 
that I have had very good experience in collaborating 
with the armed forces. 
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START: Would a break with politics, with “gov- 
ernment,” be hard on you? 


Greganovic: It would not sadden me. I think there is no 
situation in which a man at my age would normally 
become, say, the prime minister, nor is it productive. 
Nevertheless, one also needs certain wisdom, experience, 
and maturity as a statesman. What would help me most, 
say, is 2 or 3 years of advanced training somewhere in 
the world. When someone asks me a question like that, | 
ee ee oe 
the Executive Council in Maribor. 


START: So that you could practice for the future, try out 
your abilities? 


Greganovic: Not to practice, but rather something could 
be done there, and the environment is somewhat less 
complex. It seems to me that there are more opportuni- 
ties there for someone of my age to perform such a 
function than elsewhere. The atmosphere there is simply 
different, that is what people do not realize. At present, 
it is simplest of all in Slovenia. When something has to 
be done, no one thinks about having to ask the party 
first. That is a little illustration. The party reacts to this 
very correctly, and that is a sound and productive 
situation, which many are afraid could disappear. 


START: Perhaps you should think here about an ele- 
ment which should not be overemphasized, but which 
certainly has to be said: in Slovenia there is enough bread 
and milk. The social tensions are nevertheless smaller 
than they are in the other regions? 


Greganovic: They are and they are not. That is also a 
problem in the masses. Poveriy becomes a problem for 
us when there are 5 million poor people. But social 
welfare policy is built on the individual, on one poor 
man. And that is why we should ask what has been done 
in the other parts of Yugoslavia so that that situation 
could occur at all, and not just say that it is better in 
Slovenia, and then go from that into some kind of 
leveling. 


START: In commenting on the atmosphere at the 17th 
Meeting of the LCY Central Committee, some people 
noticed that the members of the Central Committee 
from the republics were mainly together. Those com- 
mentators say that they were like delegations at the UN, 
not members of one and the same party. Did that seem 


strange to you? 


Greganovie: No, why should there be any problem in 
that? I do not know. I had something to say in the 
Central Committee about that political pluralism. That 
is reality and political objectivity. That is the way life is, 
like it or not. We have that pluralism of certain interests 
and views. In our system, this is possible only as regional 
pluralism. { do not see what the problem is here. Perhaps 
that there is always a forced interpretation or someone 
arbitrarily wants to articulate a national interest, but it is 
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never a national interest. | have also heard some of my 
Colleagues say: “Let us stop this talk about sovereignty. 
Let us move on to democracy!” I do not know why we 
should fear that at this point, fear these people sitting 
down together. These are people who think similarly and 
who want some idea of theirs to prevail. Why be afraid of 
that? But politics must not be personified, nor the 
persona nationalized. Let me give you a typical example. 
The concept of consensus that has already been men- 
tioned—this is an example—is not understood at all in 
our country. People do not realize that in any society 
everything is a matter of convention and agreement. 
There are solutions which according to certain princi- 
ples, in some procedure, have proven to be valid for a 
time. This is a matter of convention, of agreement. Bui 
now consensus is viewed in our country literally as a 
weapon with which the minority abuses the majority. 
The minority is virtually terrorizing the majority. And in 
an ethnically heterogeneous country like Yugoslavia, 
with long years of repressing ethnic emotions and the 
undesirability of expressing ethnic sentiments, precisely 
at this moment of ethnic conflicts you must stand on a 
position of consensus, since that guarantees political 
stability. There can be dialogue only in a situation when 
the natioaalities have been given free rein, when there is 
absolute recognition of those states of ours, of their 
sovereignty, which is necessary at this point in history in 
Yugoslavia. Only then can those things be overcome that 
in historical terms have already been overcome, but here 
they actually have not. After all, so long as the sover- 
cignty of any republic is under suspicion and so long as 
ethnic declaration is involved, with language as one of 
the strongest constitutional elements, do not expect 
anything other than squabbling and distrust. And that 
means consensus. After all, this state is not going to 
collapse, | hope, because an amendment has not been 
adopted. So, at this point it is really symptomatic that it 
should be the armed forces. A government which cannot 
finance its armed forces is a government which has gone 
to ruin. Which means that even without that constitu- 
tional arrangement the armed forces can and must be 
financed, and they always will be financed. There is also 
that article about extraordinary measures for | year, 
which even the State Presidency itself can adopt. But no. 
As though the entire economic reform will collapse if we 
do not adopt it. This is a complete failure to understand 
the concept of consensus. An utter lack of political 
sophistication. 


START: I have also heard the opinion that your speech 
at the 17th meeting was actually an extension of a speech 
by Milan Kucan. Are you actually Kucan's man? 


Greganovic: Why not turn the question around and ask 
whether Kucan is my man? This is the same as when the 
speaker said that he was pleased that someone from the 
Central Committee should be elected president of the 
young people. I wanted to go to him and say: I would like 
it if one of the members of the SSOJ Conference should 
be elected chairman of the LC. In any case, Kucan is a 
politician whom I greatly esteem, and it is no accident, 
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nor is there anything bad about it, that we agree on certain 
matters. There is no point in arguing at this point that 
there is no connection. | do not conceal my respect for him, 
and in the end he does not conceal, this is another thing | 
like about him, his respect for some of the things | have 
done. This is a normal and good relation, which could be 
beneficial to us in certain other situations. 


START: What if Milan Kucan, after your present post, 
should take you on his team? 


Greganovic: That is something I v ill decide when and if 
he wants me. But that is a good question and an 
interesting matter, since | myself have heard that the 
corridors have “begun to work.” Then there is also that 
current stupidity: they ask who wrote my speech, who do 
I represent, yet few of them have read the speech or 
reflected about it. 


START: Can you offer us in conclusion a brief summary 
of your initial program in the imaginary campaign? 


Gregunovic: Free enterprise, which means economic 
freedom, everyone's right at any moment to establish 
some work community of his own from which he will 
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live, and this would be allowed and regulated as part of 
the system. Truly free enterprise. I see the future as 
investment in agriculture, in tourism, as investment in 
the infrastructure, and as investment in knowledge. 
Combined with a philosophy of complete openness to 
the worid. With a philosophy of efficiency, even with a 
pragmatic variant, in view of what it is today. And then 
an elaborate system of economic security, that is, an 
effective system for cases of illness, old age, and disabil- 
ity. Those are the essential things. But for an advanced 
country it would be strange—since these are only the 
ABC's. To do away with the maximum landholding, to 
rescind the ban on the importation of foreign literature, 
to guarantee the technological equality for the use of 
languages in the Federation. We are calling upon the 
Federal Executive Council to translate our documents 
into the six languages which are in use in the Federation, 
and they cannot do it in 20 days! After all, they translate 
the Hungarian in Novi Sad, and the Albanian in Pristina. 
And then establishment of the institution of accountabil- 
ity. Public and direct elections. Domination of the 
assembly system. Political organizations, they are a good 
thing to have, but the assembly system is the alpha and 
omega of the political system. Parliamentary democracy. 
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————- 
Sealsene Shuotee Ratt CEST in Czech 
14 Sep 88 pp 5-6 


{Article: “JZD Agrocombine Slusovice; Paths to Pros- 
perity”) 

[Text] A key issue in the initiated comprehensive restruc- 
turing of the national economy is the creation of new 
— — ⏑ æÿ 
the enterprises. That means creating conditions for their 
rational and efficient conduct, on which the overall effec- 
tiveness of the economy and acceleration of economic 
development depend. Ii requires a substantial raising of 
the status of enterprises and release of their potential for 
development, both of which were tied down by a system of 
excessive administrative management and, most of all, to 
strenghten their competence in ensuring not just a simple 
but a broad based pom eco ag reproduction, using financial 
assets which they will earn themselves. 


Restructuring of the economic mechanism is directed 
toward a renaissance in the enterprise sector, a restora- 
tion of the enterprise decisionmaking authority, recogni- 
tion of their internal development incentives toward a 
restructuring of economic relations among the enter- 
prises (commercial basis for a supply and demand sys- 
tem under conditions of economic competition), and 
between themselves and the central agencies—with their 
irreplaceable strategic and regulatory functions, along 
with a legal oversight. A new conception of the enterprise 
standing reflects most significantly the new ideology of 
economic management, under the conditions of our 
society. The ideology, on which Slusovice bases its 
efforts at prosperity of the enterprise and which is 
apparently the greatest gain of JZD AK (Unified Agn- 
cultural Cooperative Agrokombinat) Slusovice—its 
active entrepreneurial system. 


Various questions concerning Slusovice abound, partic- 
ularly in connection with their system. The questions 
which arise most frequently are: Why did this system 
Originate in Slusovice and how is it that it could 
“survive” under conditions of directive management? 
Can the Slusovice expenence with an active entrepre- 
neurial system have a broader, i.¢. paradigmatic, signif- 
icance? What kind of changes in the conditions of 
development of the Slusovice Agrokombinat can be 
expected in the case that comprehensive economic 
restructuring is realized and JZD AK Slusovice will 
encounter real economic competition not only on foreign 
markets but on the domestic market and by other 
enterprises which will also be able to compete? 


These questions are in fact addressed, whether directly or 
indirectly, in the preamble to the monograph on the 
Slusovice Agrokombinat. Thus we will limit ourselves only 
to some general observations. The fact that the “Slusovice 
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experiment™ was successful in a given area, has been 
conditioned by a number of factors. The human factor, of 
course, played a dominant role; parti the fact that 
the management of the Slusovice cooperative was able to 
create and implement the modern concept of enterprise. 


Whether the greater role was played by theoretical rea- 
soning Or Common sense is not that important now. The 
fact is, that the basic logic of the reasoning was quite 
simple. Socialist economics is the economics of manu- 
facture and its basic component is the enterprise. It is in 
the enterprise that the primary economic processes 
unfold; it is here that human labor is employed to make 
products intended to satisfy specific needs of society. 
The decisive factor of socic-economic progress-—scien- 
tific-technological learning—takes place here. If the 
enterprise (more precisely, the majority of enterprises, 
with the exception of some special state-public interests 
ones) is to fulfill its societal function successfully, it must 
be ready to venture: to produce for the market—for 
consumers. It must consistently implement market pna- 
ciples in production under conditions of economic com- 
petition. Competitiveness, competing relations among 
enterprises, are characteristic of enterprise; they can 
evoke effective pressures for economy, improved qual- 
ity, and systematic innovation in manufacture. 


This simple logic, of course, runs counter to the quite 
different logic of ngid, administrative, centralized man- 
agement system practiced in the past. The fact that it is 
a cooperative enterprise—a JZD—helped the case of 
Slusovice. The special character of ihe origins of JZDs 
and their specific developmental problems (conditioned 
by socio-economic factors as well as economic peculiar- 
ities of agricultural production) resulted in greater 
authonty for decisionmaking by the agricultural cooper- 
ative organizations. The Slusovice cooperative suc- 
ceeded in taking advantage of this greater opportunity to 
influence the general conditions of its development. But 
again, thanks only to having its own vital conception of 
development and being able to develop certain “defense 
mechanisms” against the external environment which, 
even in the cooperative sector, was not favorable to 
entrepreneurial initiatives. 


One of the authors of the monograph compared the 
Slusovice couperative organism to a biological entity— 
the cell. “in order that conflict with the outside world, 
which it regularly encounters, does not penetrate into the 
pace and success of the kombinat's work, something akin 
to a cell wall with functioning filtering and defensive 
mechanisms had been created. Competent and, usually, 
well fitting configurations safeguard the labor, economic, 
financial, and other agendas; a transformation of exter- 
nai and internal relations and liquidation of the over- 
whelming majority of conflicting situations (although 
some still do penetrate into the enterprise) occurs here.” 


The said cell wall then was not entirely impenetrable, nor 
was it invulnerable. Particularly in cases of administra- 
tive interference directed a associated (non-agricultural) 














forms of JZD undertaking. In critical situations the 
moral and political support of local party officials (the 
—s ———5 
stance was a result of a 
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ences favor the kombinat principle. However, a concrete 
application of this principle, including integration of 


incentives to achieve and to the systematic development 
of the innovative capacity of the enterprise's internal 
Organ’zational units and individuals, along with other 
aspects of this system described cartier. 


The demands on the enterprises to engage in active 
entrepreneurial behavior will increase with the gradual 
application of the economic reform. If the enterprises 
will operate under greater market pressures their interest 
in studying and exploiting modern management meth- 
ods, including the Slusovice experiences in this area will 
also increase. But it would be inconsistent with the spint 
of current restructuring, if Slusovice the model, i.¢. the 
active entrepreneurial system of JZD AK Slusovice were 
to be presented as a universal method of enterprise 


management. 


On the other hand it has the advantage of having 
undergone a long-term test in real economic life, that 
actually “functions.” It is not just a theoretical specula- 
tion but an actual systemtested in life; a system capable 
of raising the interest of other enterprises (agricultural as 
well as industrial), either as a whole or from the view- 
point of its substantial elements (transferring the work 
places to socialist care using degrees of entrepreneunal 
application, types of methods in evaluation of technical 
personnel, new forms of operating equipment within the 
participative system, etc.). 
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Our last concern is, how will the development conditions 
in Slusovice agrokombinat change when other enter- 
prises begin to undertake entrepreneurial activity, 1.¢.. 
when the realm of similarly dynamic and active enter- 
prises in our economy expands. Taken together, the basic 
change in cconomic conditions, in the direction of 
restructuring the economic mechanism, should lead to 
the elimination of existing barners to entreprencunal 
development associated with a directive system of man- 
agement on the one hand and to the enhancement of 
inter-enterpnse competition on the other. 


As indicated, the JZD AK Slusovice, like other enter- 
prises with highly innovative activity, has been bumping 
against various sorts of external barners (in the area of 
supply and demand, price formation, etc.). Under the 
conditions of a new economic mechanism, the develop- 
ment of all competent enterpnses should get the needed 
acceleration. Thanks pnmanily to a stronger motivation 
of workers, wider areas for innovation (provided that 
prospering enterprises are not unnecessanty burdened by 
levies), and a more effective pressure by the economic 
categones of socialist production of goods. This presup- 
poses an effective integration of commercial (including 
foreign trade) and entrepreneunal production activity 

In such a case, all enterprises including the Slusovice 
agrokombinat, will face a more demanding economic 
situation and competition among them will become a 
general accompanying phenomenon of production in our 
society. JZD AK Slusovice is prepared to function under 
the more demanding conditions of economic competi- 
tion. Economic decisionmaking and production activity 
in this enterprise have been fairly strongly determined 
by, and onented toward, the demands of the market. Its 
developmental conception is founded on a screntific- 
technological perspective. Its management mechanism is 
“adjusted” to motivate the enterpnse collective toward 
achieving real results, In the long run, this mechanism 
will motivate the supervisory technical workers toward 
the art of the enterprise. 


That means that even the exploitation of the new eco- 
nomic conditions, created by the comprehensive restruc- 
turing of the economic mechanism, will not limit the 
adaptability of this enterprise or its flexibility in adjust- 
ing to the effects of the more demanding environment 
because of unpreparadaess or incompetence. On the 
contrary, JZD AK Slusovice has the personnel and meets 
all conditions required to participate in the preparation 
of management for other enterprises involved through 
its Enterprise Institute [of Management] 


(Commentary on the publication “JZD Agrokombinat 
Slusovice-—Road to Prospenty” which has been released 
this year by Agropublik in 400 copies. According to 
Vecerni Praha, the book is now being prepared for 
publication by the Svoboda publishing house. It 1s aimed 
particularly at technical managers in the enterprise sec- 
tor and is intended to serve for the study of the Slusovice 
managerial system). 
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paper to school over the past half year, 
keeping track of each paper carton and binding cach 
issue of the thin daily newspaper with another. “Our 


ber one in “sero collection” is the former Chemnitz. Its 
boys and girls brought together | 7,000 metric tons of old 
000 metric tons of scrap and 250,000 bottles 
bears the slick tithe “Great 


consists of a united nation of searchers and collectors. 


Unhike with the recycled paper, the senior Party officials 
are not quite so proud that more and more citizens are 
exercising their righi to petition in the matter of “envi- 
ronmental threats.” Recently in the theater city of Halle, 
“to the hands of Peo- 
Sindermann”™ protested 
against the mn seay ba recently made to con- 
struct a road right through an undeveloped area. It severs 
a nature preserve aren, and as it was done without 
knowledge of the proper environmental authorities, is 


sae pe Ng yet — 
“bdiack-top path” the construction 


for log transport, 
office suddenly had bitumen available (for some bitumi- 
nous pavement mix), and a transportation department 
official who had no responsibility in this area gave the 
light. When the Halle church “Ecology Work 
Group™ met in a confidential meeting and decided to 
begin a protest movement against the road project, one 
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of its representatives was summoned a few days later to 
appear before officials of the Interior Minisiry. The 
environmentalists really should just drop their (protest) 


Le 


— focntivan ere glass fll of 


water 

brown colors they document the condition of the 
“element of creation,” water, with greater impression 
and more powerful accusation than any dry numbers 
could. The (GDR) CDU's daily newspaper in Dresden, 
the UNION, is so opinionated in health matters that it is 


+ 


in the new rooms, more than two-thirds of which are 
from the GDR. Their ecology-critical statements lie 
significantly behind the nature-lover material. One book 
on environmental destruction in the GDR which 
appeared 2 years ago in the West is a best seller. With the 
title “Von oben nach unten waechst gar nichts,” 
(“Nothing grows from the top down") author Peter 
Wensierski quotes an unnamed opponent from “over 


“Soon nothing will be growing on the bottom, either,” 
accuses Manuela, 33, as she engages in some loose talk 
around the bookshelves. Her husband is a conservation- 
ist. He used to be ridiculed as a backwards country hick 
by the LPG (collective) farmers. Now they occasionally 
ask his advice after a couple beers in the local pub: The 
farm yields are constantly going down, even though all 
the fertilizers and herbicides are being placed out in the 
fields at the proper times. 


Six million metric tons of sulphur dioxide are shooting 
out every year through the smokestacks in the GDR 
during the burning or processing of domestic brown coal. 
The filth accelerators work the best at night, because the 
few filtering facilities which have been built—and they 
are already outdated and completely overtaxed—are 
simply turned off to allow better production rates. If the 
fruit and vegetable produce of neighboring private gar- 
deners is poisoned, it does not matter. Every factory has 
an account of damages payment funds payable in an 
unbureaucratic manner. These damages payments are 
already welcome bonuses which can be counted on in the 


family budgets. 


in the chemical industry centers around Halle, 6,000 
large smokestacks are belching smoke day and night, and 
only 10 percent of them are monitored regularly. Smog 
alarms are as good as nonexistent. They can only be 
called by the factories themselves, and as a rule they fend 
off such a production-reducing decision. At least 40 
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percent of the GDR forests are considered severely 


been the number two cause of disabilities in the GDR. 
Official reasoning of the popular East Berlin magazine 
FUER DICH: “People simply smoke too much.” 


Travels with the “Trabbis” (GDR Trabant automobiles) 


— aia —— Mengeling a teem 
efestatn Gh tithe hte tone Genet 6 then ep ont 
with breathtaking speed. They are digging through 
brown coal which is of ever decreasing quality. It is not 
the fall winds which swept the leaves from the boulevard 
trees—even in mid-summer they stretch their naked 
branches accusingly towards the heavens within sight of 
the Memorial to the Battle of Leipzig. Juergen, an 
informant who has known the GDR for 38 years now 
and does not live 100 miles away from here, shakes his 
head yet one more time. “I would not have imagined that 
it was so bad.” He did not refer to the wounds and scars 
from brown coal mining, he meant the extent of visible 
emissions from the smokestacks, he meant the Pleise 
river of brown brew flowing along the road and the 
highly macabre condition of the plant world. 


Juergen’s lack of knowledge is typical in the GDR. In the 
people's own media, environmental themes are handled 
in the style of cheering campaign reports. For example, a 
ton of old paper is collected here, or a small filtering 
installation installed there. Somewhere else for yet one 
more time, the true ecology champion, pine trees from 
Asia which are resistant to sulfur dioxide have been 


planted. 


Environmental groups are not allowed to publish. Their 
pages are printed on tedious carbon-paper presses which 
are “for Church purposes only” and must carry a regis- 
tration number on each page. Their mini-issues of about 
100 copies only reach the circle of closest friends. Pho- 
tocopiers are not available. People in the north do not 
know what people in the south are doing, and even in the 
same city there are various groups without specific 
knowledge of each other. The unspectacular, but contin- 
uously functioning church work groups have no contact 
with the free environmental groups operating on the 
fringes of illegality. Keeping itself far removed from both 
groupe is the conservation organization “Gesellschaft 

Natur und Umwelt” (Society for Nature and Envi- 
ronment), which is the strongest group with 60,000 
members and is underneath the blanket of the state 
Kulturdund (Culture Federation). [ts scientists and pro- 
fessors make efforts, also in the interest of their well- 
being, to avoid any appearance of fundamental opposi- 
tron. 


Recently, however, movement has begun in the world of 
eco-groups. In January, 1988, former members of the 
East Berlin Library for the Environment founded an 
“interim green network,” which published the first 
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extremely critical issue of its newspaper ARCHE NOVA 
in July. Through this organization within the Church 
sphere and with this medium, future reports on environ- 
mental sins, small bicycle demonstrations, subtle resis- 
tance activities and scientific essays will be spread out 
beyond the limited local boundaries. 


Moelbis lies 12 miles from Leipzig, and is a village 
already declared uninhabitable by the United Nations. 
Even with no clouds in the sky, a red sunset cannot be 
seen. Instead of that, grey fog draws over the roofs. Eyes 
water. Irritating coughs, the feeling of being robbed and 
the sudden fear that nothing living here will come out 
alive all soon dominate. 


Years ago, residents had already observed that “the 
apple trees lost their leaves in May, and there is no more 
parsley—it is all white. Most of the leafy plants only have 
rolied-up leaves left. When you open the front door, your 
hands get dirty the first time, if they did not get dirty 
already in the bedroom.” 


According to a letter from the East Berlin Ministry for 
the Environment, the village should have been aban- 
doned by 1986. Yet in the late summer of 1988, its 
residents still barbecue cutlets outdoors nonchalantly in 
shiny running shorts and jogging suits from the West. 
They sit on Hollywood director's chairs or, as with two 
older ladies knitting, on the wooden bench along the 
house. The behavior strikes you as strange and macabre. 


The neighboring coal-processing combine Espenhain is 
responsible for the biting smoke. Peeling wooden signs 
which read “Cauti * stop the curious wan- 
derer from climbing the 200 foot high ash mountains 
which line the road from Espenhain to Moelbis. An 
environmentalist tells his experiences in the ARCHE 
NOVA only for “official church use”: “We only make it 
half way up the slope. There we hear furious cries 
shouting out if we were crazy. The pump hand told us 
there were air bubbles in the ash mountains, and anyone 
who falls in there cannot get out without help from 
outside.” Five to six metric tons of ash doused in water 
is added every day, and every 3 months a new hill is 
begun, and the old is stabilized by spraying the surface 
with coal tar. 


The Church has taken on the poison-smoking brown coal 
processing combine Espenhain. In the campaign “A 
Mark for Espenhain,” money is collected for the public- 
ly-owned factory to buy a life-saving filter installation. 
The name “Espenhain™ stands for an energy policy 
which is called to achieve production increases in any 
situation. 


This combine, known as the Smolder Plant, has a thor- 
oughly typical history for GDR power plants. It has been 
operating almost unchanged since 1940 when it was built 
in the context of the National Socialist self-sufficiency 
campaigns. It was decided in mid-1950 to increase the 
coal processing volume from 300 to 500 metric tons. 
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After 1965 the ante was upped again: since the plant was 

to be closed in the “orseeable future, the turbines ran for 

7 years at full speed “to wear it out.” Then oil became 

too expensive on the world market, so the plant shut- 

a — 
y. 


Since 1982, anyone concerned about nature and people 
has been pushed to the fringe of illegality. An ordinance 
over “confidential protection of environmental data” 
places its publication under severe penalty. No environ- 
mentalist has a copy of this ordinance at home, and a 
copy cannot be bought, but its consequences can be felt 
in each step and action. “We received a water probe 
container from Greenpeace as a t,” explains Clau- 
dia from Dresden, “and at one of our open evenings, the 
visitors offered to bring their water along so that we 
could test it before the next visit.” The telephone rang 
the next morning: A representative of City Council 
referred to the confidentiality law and quickly and 
Clearly forbade this type of water test. 
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Economic on Financial Chal to 
Society lenges 
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[PAP report:“New Cha!tenges for Social Policy”) 


[Text] One more initiative—embarking on work on the 
comprehensive system of social policy by the state—miay 
now be added to many initiatives sponsored by the 
community of economists, the foremost initiative being 
the economic reform. This was the position taken by the 
PTE [Polish Economic Society] Main Board meeting on 
20 October, chaired by Prof Zdzislaw Sadowski. This is 
one of the forms in which the society is taking a stand on 
the current situation. 


A draft of a positon paper on this issue was developed as 
early as several mon*hs say by the Social 
Policy Commission of the Main Board within the 
framework of its activities. Prof Tadeusz Kowalik stated 
on behalf of the commission that its main premise was 
that economic growth was impossible without social 


development. 


In the position pow, the commission quotes examples 
of the reasons for which society takes an unfavorable 
view of the di of social responsibilities by the 
state. The poor condition of social services in education, 
culture, sport, housing, health care and social welfare are 
the reason. This is exacerbated by issues such as the 
deterioration of conditions on the job, an increase in the 
groups living on the brink of or below the poverty line, 
and the deterioration in the health status of the populace. 
In view of this, the commission submitted specific 
proposals for changes in the social policy and social 
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services. The suggestions start with a different distribu- 
tion of national income and allocation of a greater share 
of it than thus far to individual and collective consump- 
tion, as well as a different approach to formulating the 
tasks of social policy—based on needs rather then the 
national income available for distribution. 


In the course of the discussion, the analysis of the status 
of social policy and most of the suggested changes in this 
policy received support. 


Economists Critically Assess Approaches to 
Coasolidation Plan 


260001906 Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 
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[Article by Krzysztof Aien: “What Kind of Goals, What 
Kind of Means”) 


[Text] Beginning work on the plan of consolidating the 
national economy, following the resolution by the 8th 
PZRR CC Plenum, has iavigorated the communities of 
economists, economic theorists, and practitioners. Nat- 
urally, the work of two groups, the social-party and the 
government ones, set up specifically for this purpose, has 
given an impetus to a broader discussion on the status 
and the future of the economy of our country, and not 
necessarily the immediate future. This may be exempli- 
fied by the recent discussion in the forum of the Com- 
mission of Economic Sciences of the PAN [Polish Acad- 
emy of Sciences] under the slogan “Money—Market— 
Re * 


This economic debate was very interesting for at least 
two reasons. First, because of the platform for the 
exchange of ideas provided by the PAN committee, the 
statements by discussants were bound less by the posi- 
tions of the organizations that they usually represent. 
Second, the accepted format of a panel discussion made 
possible a somewhat different, fresher look at the eco- 
nomic problems of our country through the eyes of 
younger economists, which rarely happens at present. 


These v*ry economists—Prof Grzegorz Kolodko 
[Department of Finance and Statistics, Main School of 
Planning and Statistics}, Prof Dariusz Rosati [Director 
of the Institute of World Economics, Main School of 
Planning and Statistics}, and Dr. Andrzej Podsiadlo— 
presented their own concepts of actions that should be 
taken to save the economy. This time around, economic 
“eldertp played the role of critical reviewers. 


Diagnosis 


Any therapy requires that a diagnosis be made first. The 
three speakers were almost in total agreement on this, as 
well as on the view that a successful arrangement of 
mutual relations between planning and the market is of 
paramount ‘ignificance for the future of the economy in 
our country. 











JPRS-EER-89-007 
23 January 1989 


In keeping with the premises of the reform, the condition 
we are striving to achieve is to be a symbiosis of these 
two, obviously contradictory, tendencies. This symbiosis 
should creatively combine the favorable features of both 
a planned and a market economy. However, it was said 
that thus far we are dealing with a hybrid, an economy 
already unyielding to the rigors of orders and still not 
responsive to signals emanating from the market. 


Therapy 


Overcoming the situation we are facing calls for taking 
comprehensively coordinated actions in three spheres: 
political, systemic (in the sense of economic manage- 
ment), and structural—Prof G. Kolodko mapped out the 
outline of his concept of actions. Every sphere calls for 
different means of operation and a different lag time for 
results. , 


Which actions should be taken in the systemic sphere? 
Those outlining the concepts devoted most of their 
attention to these very actions. Prof G. Kolodko admit- 
ted that he does not see an opportunity for the growth of 
supply to catch up with the nominal increment in the 
income of the populace and proceeds of enterprises. 
Therefore, regardless of the struggle to increase supply, 
nothing else remains but to slow down demand and 
alleviate in this manner existing shortages in the market, 
in supply and all other shortages. 


However, this should be accomplished primarily by 
instruments of the monetary, financial policy, including 
credit, rather than by fiscal policy instruments, as is the 
case at present. It is necessary to control the rate of 
increase in the money supply to the market in order to 
render the development of an inflationary trend impos- 
sible. 


Extraordinary situations call for extraordinary measures. 
Unfortunately, Prof A. Kolodko does not find them in 
the released projects of consolidation in the national 
economy. 


Prof D. Rosati, unlike the previous speaker, believes the 
growth cf supply to be the main goal of systemic actions 
in the economy. In this case as well, the situation 
demands that comprehensive measures be taken in the 
sphere of fiscal and monetary policy, prices and incomes, 
the exchange rate of the zloty, as well as in the iegislative 
sphere. 


Most briefly, what is the prescription? Prof D. Rosati is 
of the opinion that all barriers to the growth of prices 
should be eliminated. A restrictive monetary policy 
should be a safeguard against their infinite growth (due 
to the magnitude of shortages). Competition from 
imports, made possible by, among other things, bolder 
use of hard-currency auctions than thus far, should 
become an additional safeguard against the unjustified 
growth of prices. 
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A third concept presented by Dr A. Podsiadio also put 
the main emphasis on the issue of achieving and main- 
taining equilibrium, and not only in the market, but also 
in investments, [balance-of-] payments, and the budget. 
The author of the concept sees the need for using 
customized economic policy instruments in each of these 
fields. 


In the opinion of Dr A. Podsiadlo, bold elimination of 
not only inefiicient enterprises but even entire industries 
is the key to achieving the first equilibrium—in the 
market, which involves both consumption and supply. 
This is particularly so with regard to industries that are 
energy- and material-intensive, that produce poor qual- 
ity goods and become a burden for the natural environ- 
ment. 


The price-and-income policy is the second essential 
condition. Unlike Prof D. Rosati, the author of the third 
concept came out in favor of controlling prices (so that 
they would be an exogenous parameter), but also in favor 
of freedom in making the remuneration policy—how- 
ever, only within the confines of the proprietary funds of 
enterprises. 


Criticism and Self-Criticism 


The diagnosis is the same, but therapies differ. What is 
the conclusion? There was as much appreciation for the 
authors as there was an unsatisfied need of the audience 
in the discussion set off by the presentation of three 
different concepts of overcoming economic difficulties 
in our country. There was recognition for the inner logic 
of all the avenues proposed (and only briefly outlined 
here), but also concern over the lack of social reference 
points in the concepts presented, expressed by, among 
others, Prof Zofia Morecka [member of the Central 
Council of the Polish Economic Society]. Would they 
gain approval? This is not certain. 


However, the subsequent discussion acquired a quite 
unexpectedly self-critical rather than critical tone. 


Said Prof Anna Jankowska-Klapkowska [director of the 
Institute of Economic Sciences at the Academy of Min- 
ing and Metallurgy in Krakow]: “Not only these action 
programs presented today are faulty for failing to appre- 
ciate all the essential factors of making decisions in 
economic policy. As economic theorists, we are not able 
to come up with such economic models for practitioners 
that would take into account the conditions under which 
they have to operate efficiently.” Said Prof Mieczyslaw 
Mieszczankowski [Institute of Economic Sciences, Pol- 
ish Academy of Sciences]: “Worse yet, the economic 
community has thus far given the authorities bad advice. 
Let us be frank about it because it is high time to learn a 
lesson for the future.” 


Therefore, what should the conclusions be for the future? 
After all, as someone recalled, even such a consummate 
expert on the economy of shortages (and this is what we 
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are dealing with) as Janos Kornai has more to say about 
the diagnosis of [the situation in] the economies of 
socialist countries now than he has practical pointers for 
what shouldbe done to actually change it. 


Prof Maciej Perczynski [director of the Commission of 
Economic Sciences, Polish Academy of Sciences], who 
moderated the discussion at the Commission of Eco- 
nomic Sciences, formulated the following conclusion for 
the future in a very simple manner. “We need,” he said, 
“a program on the scale of the Soviet NEP [New Eco- 
nomic Policy], which will blaze the trail for new thinking 
and actions in order to secure approval by the populace. 
In this event, it will be unimportant what rate of infla- 
tion it postulates—10 percent or 20 percent. When the 
belief appears that the results desired are obtainable, the 
necessary sacrifices will come easier.” 


Let us add that it is a question whether our economists 
are now capable of creating this very comprehensive 
program, which at the same time gives inspiration to the 
entire nation not only for the immediate, but also more 
remote future. Is this possible? 


Food Processing Industry: Exports, Investments, 
Restructuri 

26000189c Warsaw RYNKI ZAGRANICZNE in Polish 
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[Article by Andrzej Kalicki: ““Polagra 88: The Time for 
Agriculture’’} 


[Text] Should we stake our economy on farm export? It 
would appear that this problem is already behind us. 
Farm products now are almost 20 percent of Poland’s 
export for convertible currency. Regardless of whether 
this attests to the great potential of our agriculture or to 
the backwardness of the rest of the Polish economy, the 
expansion of this type of export is simply essential if we 
take into account the foreign exchange needs of our 
country. But the question remains: how to do this? 


Anyone Who Wants To Export, Has To Import 


No one has to be convinced of the lack of means of 
production in the Polish food economy. Modern tech- 
nologies, unfortunately, are accessible almost exclusively 
in return for foreign currency. But if we want to dream 
about the expansion of export, these types of expendi- 
tures are indispensable. As experience shows, they are 
also the most profitable. Modernization, initially, of at 
least some selected sectors of processing and the sur- 
mounting of packaging barriers is probably easier tech- 
nically and more profitable than, for example, an 
attempt to produce a Polish VCR. 


Fairs should be the reflection of changes taking place in 
the economy. At this year’s POLAGRA, import transac- 
tions, whose purpose is primarily to increase and 
enhance the export offer, dominated. Heading the list is 
the purchase of 17 cooling-freezing plants, for a total 
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value of $29 million. INTERPEGRO signed a contract 
with French firms for delivery of two large cold storage 
plants valued at $12 million, of which one, with a 
7,000-ton capacity, will be built in Zielona Gora. 


A slightly different concept was accepted in HORTEX. 
Thanks to contracts valued at $17 million, concluded 
with companies in Spain, Austria, FRG and Finland, 15 
small cold storage plants will be installed in Poland, with 
a thousand-ton capacity each. If Polish subcontractors 
do their job, the erection time for such a cold storage 
plant should not exceed 2 months. Hortex representa- 
tives believe that already at the beginning of the next 
season in the frozen-foods industry, i.e., in May-June 
1989, at least half of these facilities will be in operation. 


The main export product will continue to be frozen 
berries. But Polish businessmen say that insofar as 
possible they will try for a greater variety in their offer. 
The proof of this may be the cutters, purchased at the 
fair by INTERPEGRO, which are indispensable in the 
production of frozen and dried vegetables. Also, thanks 
to the efforts of HORTEX, they will go directly from the 
fair exhibits to our processing plants, for a trial period, 
for now. Certainly most of them will be purchased. 


It was observed at the fairs that the slogan “import is a 
condition of export” is not just a general rule in investing 
in the development of exchange, but that it is also the 
basic technique of an increasingly larger number of 
foreign trade enterprises. What contributed to this, on 
one hand, is the replacement, since the beginning of July 
of this year, of the compensation account in export, by a 
uniform farm subsidy which is not able to compensate 
the effects of inflation, and on the other hand, by the 
famished domestic market. Export of many products is 
now possible only when it is tied to the import of scarce 
market goods. This had its impact on the amount of 
exchange transactions in the contracts concluded at 
POLAGRA. 


Wine, Horses, and Lingerie 


The value of the exchange contracts signed between 
RYBEX and FRG partners amounts to DMS million, 
and those signed by INTERPEGRO with Yugoslavia 
amount to $1 million, and with Czechoslovakia, 11 
million rubles. RYBEX also sold fish products 
($850,000) to Greece in exchange for citrus. AGRI- 
COOP was able to exchange dried fruits and vegetables 
valued at over $300,000 for the Yugoslavian condiment 
Apetit, and SPOLEM exchanged linoleum for Bulgarian 
shirts for 170,000 rubles. MORIMPEX will import Aus- 
trian ladies’ lingerie, valued at DM5,000, in exchange for 
apple concentrate and fruit and vegetable pastes. 


Of the export transactions, two horse auctions, arranged 
by ANIMEX, deserve special mention. Almost $300,000 
was obtained for 129 saddle horses and harness horses. 
Most of the purchasers were from the FRG, Great 
Britain and Italy. According to ANIMEX, POLAGRA is 
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beginning to be more and more important in the selling 
of horses. A great deal of importance is also being 
attached to the promotional and educational function of 
the farm-animal exhibits at the fairs. 


Export of the other Polish firms focused on traditional 
products. Perhaps only the sale of 5,000 tons of chickens 
by RYBEX should be mentioned, as an example of the 
increasingly less restricted divisions of competence in 
Polish foreign trade. AGROS exported industrial spirits 
for $300,000 and POLCOOP exported vegetable prod- 
ucts, onions and potatoes for 1.8 million rubles and over 
$600,000. MORIMPEX’s net export amounted to 
DM1.3 million, and IGLOOPOL’s, $630,000. In both 
cases, frozen foods dominated. AGRICOOP will supply 
fruit and vegetable products to the USSR for almost a 
million rubles. 


Wine holds the leading position among purchases of 
market goods. Thanks to a contract signed by AGROS 
with a Bulgarian partner, we will get wine valued at 12 
million rubles. Our importers promise that the share of 
high-grade wines will be larger. For the first time we will 
be able to taste a dry, red wine from Albania. POLCOOP 
bought Bulgarian liquor, including champagne, at the 
fair for 1.8 million rubles, and INTERPEGRO, for half 
a million rubles. 


In addition to alcohol, POLCOOP will import fruit and 
vegetable products from Bulgaria valued at 2.5 million 
rubles. On the other hand, IGLOOPOL will enhance our 
market, directly and indirectly, by goods valued at $1.5 
million. This will be packaging foil for use in ice cream 
production, and also soap and textiles. 


Joint Profits or Our Own Losses? 


For a long time there has been considerable confusion on 
our foreign-capital company “market.” The aura of 
vagueness and the continuing lack of decisions regarding 
the new law have discouraged risk-taking. But the hope 
that the new decisions will be more favorable to the 
shareholders than the previous ones, is encouraging. 
Almost everyone agrees that we need .oreign capital and 
new technologies. But the disputes are now beginning. 
May they last as briefly as possible, because, in this case, 
time can be translated into something immeasurable, but 
very difficult to recover—confidence. 


But hopes continue to be stronger than prejudices. At 
POLAGRA, final talks were held on the establishing of a 
new foreign-capital company—Vonkpol. The notarial 
act will be signed on 10 October. The shareholders will 
be the Central Dairy Association, which will hold 52 
percent of the shares, Vonk Food International of Hol- 
land, 45 percent, and AGROPOL-Nederiand, 3 percent. 
ba input on both sides is 26 million zlotys and over 
76,000. 
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Vonkpol will process cheeses and protein products into 
melted cheese. In the first stage, production will begin in 
the Melted Cheeses Processing Plant in Torun, based on 
the technology of the Dutch firm. Vonk will lease the 
machines and equipment valued at $1.2 million. The 
packaging, and at least in the initial stage, most of the 
raw materials, will also come from Holland. 


The production in the new company in the first year is 
estimated at 3,000 tons, and after 4 years, at 7,000 tons 
each year. For comparison, the entire Polish production 
of melted cheeses is now 24,000 tons. Approximately 50 
percent of Vonkpol’s production, according to the 
announcements, is supposed to reach the domestic mar- 
ket. 


The Vonk Food firm is responsibie for 80 percent of the 
Dutch export of melted cheeses. It already has factories 
in Cyprus, the United States, and France. Nor is this 
world giant in melted cheeses a novice on the Polish 
market. Its trade with the Polish dairy industry goes back 
at least 20 years. This experience was undoubtedly 
helpful in making the decision to join the company. 


Vonkpol is the most spectacular, but not the only exam- 
ple of a certain revival in the field of joint ventures. 
Preliminary agreements regarding the establishing of a 
company were signed by RYBEX, the State Fish Farm in 
Poznan, and a Hungarian firm. The Hungarians will 
supply us with plant-feeding fish fry and we will supply 
them with ocean fish. A joint processing plant is envis- 
aged for the future. 


‘Children’ of Demonopolization 


The attraction of the successive fairs is the new firms 
which have been appearing in foreign trade in the last 
few years. The process of issuing licenses has taken on 
such speed recently that it is hard to get a complete list of 
what is new in this field. But several new visitors at this 
year’s POLAGRA require a separate discussion. 


POLMOS Foreign Trade Office has been functioning 
practically since mid-year. The division of the sales 
markets was made with full respect to the traditional, for 
years, exporter, AGROS. The new firm received the 
“virgin” territories: Africa, Asia, Australia, and Austra- 
lasia. POLMOS representatives link their greatest hopes 
to the Asiatic market, where some interesting contacts 
have already been made, e.g., in North Korea and 
Singapore. We wonder whether the new exporter, having 
the support of a powerful protector on the domestic 
market, will be able to solve the packaging problems and 
allocate larger funds for advertising and the promotion 
of his own products. 


Another giant, the dairy cooperative, also received its 
own Foreign Trade Office, LACPOL. The office began 
its Operations in May of this year and took over from 
POLCOOP the export and import of dairy items (except 
for the import of butter), and also the import of supplies 
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for the dairy industry. Everyone who associates our dairy 
industry mainly with the suspected contents of a milk 
bottle, deserves an explanation: This sector is also 
responsible for the export of milk in the form of powder 
and casein, for an annual value of over $70 million. It 
should be hoped, therefore, that having its own foreign 
trade office and the further development of import will 
also help to modernize the processing of milk in our 
country. 


At first glance it would seem that the establishment, this 
year, of its own Foreign Trade Office MORIMPEX, by 
Morszkow Farm Production Cooperative, is the result of 
someone's surpassed ambitions. But it turns out that this 
cooperative exports casein, frozen fruits and fruit con- 
centrates for a return of over $10 million a year. The 
cooperative is a shareholder in the West German firm, 
Lenex, which exported to Poland machines for the 
production of concentrates valued at DM! million. The 
assembly of a casein production line purchased in France 
is also now underway. 


An Export Bouquet 


A particularly decorative element in the fair exhibits this 
year were flowers. In such an event as POLAGRA, 
esthetic emotions should immediately evoke the ques- 
tion: Can money be made on this? 


Poland, it seems, is one of the world leaders in the 
production of cut flowers. It sells over a billion units a 
year. Unfortunately, scarcely 65 million are sold abroad. 
From the standpoint of profitability, export loses to the 
domestic market. Despite large production, flowers are 
in great demand and are looked upon as a “duty” 
remembrance for every occasion, because it is difficult to 
count on another gift and few can afford it. But looking 
at the flower arrangements, one could not help but feel 
that still another export opportunity is passing us by. 
— earns $4 billion annually on the export of 
wers. 


Before we become at least a distant relative of the 
“country of tulips,” it would be well to mention the 
unconventional ways of earning foreign exchange on 
flowers. Last year, INTERPEGRO, actually its Poznan 
office WARTEX, became a member of TELEFLORA. 
The operating principles of this international organiza- 
tion are simple. The customer who walks into a selected 
floral shop in any one of 26 countries, can order an 
arrangement which a similar floral shop in any of these 
countries prepares and delivers to the person who is the 
recipient of the gift. A bouquet of a dozen roses costs $35 
in TELEFLORA, of which the shop filling the order gets 
80 percent, while on the market in Holland the bouquet 
can be sold for scarcely $2-3. Therefore, this is an 
extremely lucrative business, although it would be hard 
to believe that thanks to it alone there would be a 
breakthrough in the Polish export of flowers. Thus far, 
a in TELEFLORA has brought us about 
,000. 
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Time for Agriculture? 


If the present situation, in which preferences for agricul- 
ture and the food industry have lagged far behind the 
preferences for import of its products, continues, it may 
lead to growing troubles with balance on the domestic 
market, with the profitability of export, and with finding 
purchasers. Consideration to the chances of Poland's 
farm export, therefore, really makes sense only if an 
answer to the following question is obtained. Is it worth 
staking our economy on agriculture? From the new 
premier’s utterances thus far, it appears that it is high 
time we did. 


Restructuring of the economy, which for decades func- 
tioned “alongside” or actually at the cost of agriculture, 
is a task which will take many years. But because time 
has recently become a scarce commodity, it is primarily 
the quickest results which will count. 


First, demonopolization. In agriculture, and this must 
always be remembered, for a long time the self-depen- 
dent, self-financing producers have dominated. Now the 
problem is to adapt the environment of this sector of the 
economy to its structure. To a large degree, this may be 
noninvestment activity, at least for state institutions. But 
this does not mean that it is the easiest activity. The 
breakup of monopolies in procurement, processing, 
transport and trade, if it is consistent and supported by 
the creation of equal chances at competition and expan- 
sion, will certainly give the results that the fruit and 
vegetable market has given, for example. 


It may also help in implementing another rule, which 
says do not waste. The greatest possible attention and 
means should be directed at recovering the millions of 
crops and animal products lost in this entire turnover. 
Saving is always Cheaper than attempting to compensate 
for losses by a growth in production. 


The third rule should be to give preference to the 
delivery of those means which will bring production 
results most quickly and most cheaply. These include, 
most of all, pesticides, fertilizers, and, for livestock, 
high-protein fodder. 


State Farms Urged To Increase Meat Supply on 
Open Market 

26000189b Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 
22-23 Oct 88 pp 1-2 


[Article by an:““Greater Competition in the Markets”) 


[Text] The decision to abolish monopoly in procure- 
ment, processing and sales of farm articles, which was 
made by the Economic Committee of the Council of 
Ministers, is an essential element in the process of 
making it possible to discontinue state control of meat 
and to create, in the future, an open market. New rules 
will be in effect next year, and not only farmers but 
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sellers and, above all, customers of meat shops, expect a 
great deal from these changes and are counting on an 
improvement in the quality of processed goods and a 
greater selection. 


Also, decisions are being put into effect which pertain to 
development of open market sales, in bazaars, of meat 
from farm slaughter. This has been conducted for over 2 
years as a sidebar to ration-card sales. It is growing, but 
slowly. In August of this year (the most recent Bureau of 
Statistics data is from that month) slightly over 2,000 
tons were sold (in the state control system, approxi- 
mately 100,000 tons are sold monthly), which is approx- 
imately 10 percent more than in July. Compared with 
last year, this means a 38 percent growth. 


But this trade continues to vary in different voivodships. 
Most of the meat in bazaars is sold in Warsaw, Lodz, and 
Bialysok Voivodships, and the least in Konin and Legnica 
Voivodships. Farmers still do not appear with this com- 
modity in the markets in Krosno Voivodship. Prices also 
differ in the particular voivodships. Meat is cheapest in 
Gorzow, Nowy Sad and Kalisz voivodships, and is the 
most expensive in the capital. A pork roast, for example, 
(the official ration price is 890 zlotys per kilogram), in 
Warsaw cost 2,450 zlotys in August, and 1,000 ziotys in 
Gorzow. Beef or bacon prices differ similarly. 


But everywhere, prices rise from month to month, by a few 
percent on average. This is due primarily to the relatively 
small supply in relation to demand. In many voivodship 
towns, open market sales would be greater, but until 
recently farmers from neighboring voivodships—often 
those which are typically agricultural voivodships with 
developed cattle-dreedi id not have the night to 
appear there. These artificial restrictions were recently 
removed. Every farmer, regardless of where he lives, can 
sell meat wherever he wants. There is reason to believe, 
therefore, that there will be an increased supply in the 
large, industrialized centers, which should, as a result, have 
& mitigating effect on prices. 


What is also important is that the new regulations 
permitted open market sales for socialized farms (State 
Farms and Agricultural Production Cooperatives). They 
can sell at the bazaars or in their own shops (or in shops 
of other sales organizations) meat from livestock which 
they have raised if the planned procurement there is 
exceeded by 3 percent. This restriction stems from the 
need to cover ration-card allotments. 


These farmers can also produce cured meats from their 
meat surpluses and also sell them at the bazaars or in 
shops. 


It should be added that socialized farms are a lange 
producer of meat. Approximately 30 percent of the slaugh- 
ter livestock comes from this source. There is hope that 
these producers will be interested in increasing their ani- 
mal-bdreeding for the open market, which will have an 
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effect on sales, and thus on improving the market and 
prices. 


Farm-Machinery-Industry Revamping Discussed 
26000189a Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 
24 Oct 88 pp 1-2 


Article: “The Evaluation of the Implementation of 
ying Agriculture”) 


[Text] (PAP) A meeting of farm machine producers and 
their users was held in the Jaroslawiec (Poznan voivod- 
ship) State Farms Complex on the 22d of this month. In 
addition to representatives of the key industry and 
smaller enterprises, including innovative-applications 
Organizations, scientific centers, and AGROMA, repre- 
sentatives of farmers’ organizations and animal- 
breeders’ associations, private farmers, co-op members, 
and State Farms employees from the entire country, as 
well as heads of the involved ministries. took part. 


The discussion was preceded by a field demonstration 
showing new machines for lifting sugar beets, cultivating 
coil, sowing and fertilizing, in operation. The partici- 
pants also saw a collection of new tractors, corn-har 
vesting combines, hog-breeding and pest control equip- 
ment, and a new vehicle for agriculture, 
“Tarpan-Honker.” 


The purpose of the meeting, according to Kazimierz 
Olesiak who conducted the deliberations, is to assess the 
implementation of the program approved a year ago in 
Glubezyce, to equip agriculture with modern machines, 
based on this examination, by the end of November of 
this year. 


Specific proposals for the acceleration of some industrial 
jobs must be prepared. This applies particularly to 
machines which are in short supply in the countryside: 
root-crop harvesters, machines for fodder conservation 
and silage production, green fodder cutters, and 
machines to expand the cultivation of corn. If agriculture 
is to become the driving force of the economy, stressed 
the deputy premier, accurate and quick decisions are 
needed. 


It was shown in the discussion how to break through the 
existing barriers in the mechanization of farm produc- 
tion. In describing the principles of operation of his 
ministry, minister Mieczyslaw Wilczek emphasized that 
everything does not have to be done “starting anew,” but 
that the enormous potential of industry and agriculture's 
technical facilities must be used in supplying machines 
to farmers. 


“We do not have to do everything,” he said, “but we 
must be aware that Poland is open to the world and that 
is why we should make use of cooperation with CEMA 
countries and foreign-capital companies, and the new 
law being prepared gives us a good opportunity to do so. 
But machines for the countryside must be reliable, made 
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of the best materials. Right now the metallurgical matenals 
are simply not suitable for these machines.” The minister 
proposed that in order to hasten the technical servicing of 
our agriculture, a concern should immediately be formed 
to which machine producers, the farm-food industry, and 
the chemical industry which works for agriculture, will 
belong. This proposal met with the support of those 
present and that of government representatives. It was 
decided that by the end of this year specialists from the 
ministries of industry, agriculture, etc., will prepare the 
legal basis for the operation of this concern and these 
assumptions will be presented to the Economic Committee 
of the Council of Ministers for approval. 


“Despite many optimistic announcements made at the 
meeting,” said Jan Sznajder, a private farmer from 
Minkow (Poznan Voivodship) during the discussion, “I 
looked at the machines with mixed feelings. Too few of 
them are the kind that private farming is waiting for.” 


Also, too little is said about modernizing the processing 
industry—one of the reasons that farm crops are being 


ECONOMIC 


wasted, Other discussants also pointed this out and 
emphasized the need to raise the quality of Polish farm 
machines, ensure deliveries of spare parts, and observe 
the uniformity of machines and equipment. 


Zbigniew Michaiek, Politburo candidate member and 
PZPR CC secretary, also raised these matters in his 
speech. He said that the new government team will give 
priority to the implementation of the farm policy 
assumptions approved by PZPR and ZSL. 


On the basis of the critical verification of the implemen- 
tation of the Gludczyce program, organizational deci- 
sions were made at the meeting that set forth the 
deadlines and courses of action of industry in specific 
fields of the production of machines and equipment. The 
meeting ended with the signing of an agreement on 
cooperation between the heads of the Scientific-Tech- 
nical and Applications Progress Office and the Associa- 
tion of Engineers and Technicians in Agriculture—Chief 
Technicr, Organization, regarding action in behalf of 
agriculiure. 
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